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PEKAN. Fri. Although- the Madaysian
Government has received offers from Rus
sa to purchase its Sukhoi SU-30OMK mul-
tirole combat aircraft, there has yet to be
any decison on the matter.

Furthermore, the team of Royd Maay-
sian Air Force personnel sent to Russa to
test the aircraft last month have yet to
complete their mission.

Defence Minister Dauk Seri Nagib Tun
Razak sdd the Russan Government had
offered to the Madaysan Government the
combat aircraft which are the same as the
ones ordered by the Indian Government.

“However, wc have not made any deci-
son on this as the purchase of modern,
sophisticated and high capability  aircraft
such as the Sukhoi-SU3OMK needs quite
ome time to be reviewed and it must be
done on al aspects.

“Wc cannot solely concentrate on the
commercid offer which was made by the
Russan Government but we have to look at
the actua capability of the arcraft, espe
cidly its combat capabilities.

“Beddes this we need some time to go
through and ascertan the red peformance
of the aircraft besides identifying the
technology transfer which is needed for the
interest of our country.

“Due to this | do not expect any decision
to be made on this matter before or during

ghter offer

the upcoming Langkawi International
Maritime and Aerospace (LIMA) Exhibition
2001 which will be hdd next month.”

He, however, sad the purchase of other
arcraft such as hdicopters, might be meade
during the LIMA exhibition, but it would
not involve the multirole combat arcraft.

Ngib sad this when asked on a Business
Times report that Maaysias proposa to
buy a few of the Russan fighter aircraft
Sukhoi-SU30MK. worth some US$35 million
(RM133 million) eech, which was sheved
four years ago due to the Adan financid
crigs, is expected to be revived.

Speeking  after medting the fishermen's

wives & Kuda Pahang here today, Ngib
sad the Government was ill assessing the
various proposas that Maaysa has recei-
vedfrom the Russan government over the
past few years.
' “Anything of this nature is quite a mgor
undertaking as we have to look a the sys
temic approach to mantanlng the arcraft
on a long-term bass”

On his vist to Russa with Prime Minis-
ter Dauk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad from
Sept 12 to 16, Ngjib sad the Mdaysian dd-
egation would dso be meeting the Russan
Government as to lislen to their proposa
over this matter. “We have our plans and
the modernisation of the Armed Forces will
be done according to our capabilities”
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