Abdullah: PAS i§Padsti¥ the buck

By V. Gayathry and
S. Gayathri

KUALA LUMPUR, Sa: PAS s
shifting its responsbility over the
Idamic dae issue to the govern-
ment as it has faled to explain
what it redly entails, Dauk Seri
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi sad to

The deputy prime minister
sad the intention to st up an
Idamic. date has been intensdy
pursued bv PAS but it has vet to
commit on its form and content or
cleared the doubts and queries
from the citizens.

“They (PAS) have been chd-
lenged to explain to the people but
thQ/I could not rﬁspond clearly.

“It s t want to pass
the balla?gel?rs” heeysad. g

“This proves thatall this while,

they have engaged in empty tak
{_o get the support of the Mus:
ims.”

He said PAS was trying to
deflect the issue when it faled to
take up Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad on
his chalenge to explan wha they
meant by an Idamic date.

He wes asked ‘to comment on
the datement by PAS president
Datuk Fadzil Noor who chalen

the government to announce
In Paliament or through a royd
address that Mdaysa is indeed an
Idamic date

“That is a political statement as
they want to avoid having to com-
mit on the Idamic date Issue. But
they are the ones who have been
talking about setting up an
Idamic sate, not Umno, or Bari-
san Nasional,” he sad.

Abdullah was speaking to

reporters  after closing the 14th
AMMO Conference held in collab-
oration with the third MSC-IAP
Multimedia Business Summit

e .

Fadzil had said yesterday when
launching the partv’'s golden anni-
vasay cdebraions in Pengkdan
Chena that PAS was not obliged to
spell out the details of the concept
as its conditution was cear and
precise on the matter.

Abdullah sad that unlike PAS,
the BN had never expressed such
intentions or included it in the
Bg_rty’s manifeso but they are

ng forced to commit to a sand
“s0 that th?/ ﬁPAS) can lash out a
us or find fault with us’.

On a rdaed maiter, Abdullah,
who is home miniger, sad he will
st a dae for a meting with PAS
leaders over the recent ban on
politicad  ceramah.
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