‘Pas trying

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. — Deputy
Prime Miniger Datuk Seri Abdul-
lh Ahmad Badawi today sad Pes
is avoiding providing details of the
form of Idamic State it wants to
establish.

He said Pas president Datuk
Fadzil Noor's statements on the
matter were political statements
and “empty tak” meant to get the
attention and support of Mudims.

Abdullah was responding to a
statement by Fadzil yesterday
chdlenging Prime Miniger Datuk
Sei r Mahathir Mohamad to off-
cially declare in Parliament that
Mdaysia was an Idamic State.

Fadzil made the cdl in Kota Baru
and said that alternatively the
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Prime Minister could insert the
declardtion in the Yang di-Petuan
Agong’s Speech during the opening
of the next sesson of Parliament.

Abdullah said Fadzil was only
trying to avoid providing detals of
the form of Islamic State Pas
wanted to establish.

He sad it was Pas and not Umno
or the Baisan Nasond that wes
harping on the Idamic State isue.

“When they were chdlenged to
reved what form of Idamic Stae
they wanted to st up, they didn't
respond clearly. Now it seems t
vcgroﬁo to kickythe bal back toht?s/
Let Pas reply firgt,” Abdullah sad.

He sad this after cosing the 14th
Adan Asociaion of  Management
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Organisations Conference, which
was hdd in conjunction with the
Third Multimedia Super Corridor
Internationa  Advisory Pand Mul-
timedia Busness Summit.

Asked if Pas would now say that
the Government did not dare to
declare Mdaysa an Idamic Stte,
he said the Government had not
made any datement on the matter
nor had the BN included it in its
manifestos.

“Pas is urging us to make a
statement when it should be the
one doing so. The Prime Minister
has chalenged them to do so, but
they have not. So this is merey
empty talk to get attention and
support from Mudims.”
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