Malaysians must treat
knowledge with respect
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situation still leaves

much to be desired

INEQUALITY, actud or per-
ceved, is the grestest moti-
vating force in Malaysian
politics. 1 must emphasise
thatal_l am ;]alkir%g aboutdin-
equality rather than equdity,
precisgy because equg?ty t|ys
not found outside the world of
mathematics.

When some Mdaysans cry
for equdity, they are actudly
demanding equdity with re-

to a paticular thing or
other. Indeed, they simply
want more. In short, it is
superiority, rather  than
equality, that they are dtriv-
ing for.
Inequality was, and is, a
basis for conflict in nations as
diverse as Zimbabwe, the US
India and even us. Unequal
education, like income, Is a
growing source of discontent
among the Bumiputeras. This
inequality, besides political
Idam, is idly 1mportant
for understanding the exis-

tence of militants among
many of them.

One of the best ways to
bring about naiond integra

tion is via education but it
has dways been a contentious
issue. Before Merdeka, edu-
caion was, and even now is
to a large degree organised
and recognised as a system
which only fosters a centrif-
ugd tendency.

When 1 was in schodl in the
Fifties 1 bdieve less than 20

cent of Maayans (Malays
orming the smdlest number)
attended English-medium
schools which fostered some
racid contact and a kind of
Malayaness. )

qug years on, despite a
parti national  education
implementation, the dtuation
has changed a little but
leaves much to be desired.
Many schools, though follow-
ing the national curriculum,
remain outside the national
system in redlity.

Three of the four prime
minigers held the Educaion
portfolio - Tun Razak, Datuk
Hussein Onn and Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamnd. All
were charged with bridging

foundation in the basc
courses in ther ealy years
and their success later as
undergraduates and graduate
students at the university
leved.

In addition, American edu-
caors and adminigtrators in
higher education have been
reating for many years that
a donificant portion of ther
financial resources in the
form of fadlities and teeching
staff have been needed for
remediad coursawork for su-
dents at entr%_ level, at the
expense of higher quality
universty course  offerings.

In the dae of Oklahoma,
for example, the Governor
and state legislature have
mandated higher minimum
requirements in the funda-
mentals of maths, science,
English and history in the
enrrienlum of State-funded

lack of commitment and rig-
our in acquiring knowledge?

The vitality of the other
Madaysans, the Chinese and
Indians in particular, aways
amazes me1 and hﬁs my ?d
miration. am happy for
them.
ha‘gwe are degpite, or hper-

, _everything,
blessed with tirdess zed and
damina and dedication. As if
their motto is “Be not afraid
of grestness’ Shakespeare,
Twelfth  Night.

Whatever one may say
about British colonidisn in
Maaysia, it left behind one
enduring influence  a good
bass for education especidly
to train  Malayans (ana
Sarawakians and North Bor-
neans before 1963) to achieve
the goals of Whitehall in
Malaya. It made many old
generations of Malaysians



empire was the splendour and the cere- vengeance. We saw it in the last general
mony, the Maay roydty, the aristocracy, eection, in the civil service and even to
the Chinee and Indian merchants who some extent in the professond and corpo-

yearned for imperid honours and savoured
imperid ritud. Their world was antiquity
and anachronism, tradition and honour,
order and subordination, about glory and
chivary, processons and ceremony, plumed
hats and parties. In short, about hierarchy,
odentation and  ornamentalism.

rate sectors. The word is yet to come un-
less there is some dredtic reform, and that
quickly.

We should recondder introducing a new
education policy, a review of the present
one, to produce and inculcate an ided im-
age of Mdaydans to keep a bay the forces

The British governors and pro-Consuls against modernity, nationalism and any-

mede the locd leaders and lessy Maay-
ans, through dl this and the English lan-
guage and loydty training, the pillars that
propped up the British Rg for a hundred
years until our independence 44 years ago.
We, more or less, sustain this anachronis-
tic sysem but the result is less satisfac-
tory.

golumnist Yunus Raiss aked wha were

the overriding educationd ams of Madaya coping and shdl

a independence? And if | may add, now?
For the firs 10 years of Merdeka, every-
thing looked wel educationdly. Then a

thing that smacks of a unified Mdaysan
nation that the highways and mass educa-
tion (abet being less and less marketable)
have made possble

Life has changed and is changing. Euro-
peans, Jgpanese, Americans and Africans
have introduced a more cosmopolitan note
into the life of new Mdaysa We have be-
come a pat of the globd village We ae
have to withgand the
Wedtern culturd assault, or is it the mul-
lahs'?

The Mahathir government must decide

We should reconsider introducing a new education
policy, a review of the present one, to produce and
inculcate an ideal image of Malaysians to keep at bay
the forces against modernity, nationalism and
anything that smacks of a unified Malaysian nation...

successon  of  ultracnetiondist  Education
Minisers, who sent their children over-
sees, decided to ditch English and promote
Maday, the naiond language.

No one quarrelled then, or now, with
Malay as the national and official lan-
guage. Why did we exchange English as the
medium of ingruction for Mday? Why
didn't we wait untii we had enough books
in English trandated into Mday by learned
people rather than, as Yunus sad, by those
who had good command of Mday and only
a passsble knowl of English?

This is perhaps the primary cause of de-
cline in the gandard of education in the
country. The other reason was and is the
fact tha education has been politicised, to
our nationa detriment. Dr Mahahir had
lanbasted his over-zedous and super-na
tionalist predecessors and the ultra-na-
tiondli  educationists.

Of course, the education system, despite
that has in a way, deivered. But what
types of Maaysans have we crested? The
chickens have come home to roog with a

before it is too later his naturd kindness
should not temper his sense of duty. Edu-
caion must provide Maaysans an under-
danding of the world and their place in it.
Meritocracy is absolutely necessary to
Prepare Bumiputeras to face new chal-

Grest teechers a great nation make. Do
we have good teachers let done remark-
ably superior ones? A grest naion needs
great thinkers and they need great teach-
esBad teaching wades a great of effort
and gpoils many lives which might have
been full of energy to meke our nation an
even better place

Samud Johnson says, “He that teaches
us anything which we knew not before is
undoubtedly to be revered as a Master.”

It is not too late, | suppose, to propagate
that English is a peerless language, and
helped in the training of our people to be
loyd to the government and party which
hauled down the Union Jack, and made us
what we are today and what we shdl be
tomorrow.
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