
Top editorial staff
of NST told to leave

PETACING JAYA,  Sun:
Three top editorial staff of
the  New Straits  Times were
asked to leave yesterday.

The  three, veteran jour-
nalist Tan  S r i  Samad

xiv isory commitice estab

Ismail,  Datuk  Mazlan Nor-

lishcd last wx  after the

d i n  a n d  Zainon Ahmad,

foi~mcr  g&up cditor-in-
chief I)atuk Ahdul Kadir

rcccivetl  their  termination

Jxiin  was removed.

l e t t e r s ,  signrtl  b y  t h e
daily’s managing director,
Faiz Ishnk.

All three were part of an

Contacted at his home
today. Sumad. widely
known as  I’ak  Samad. con-
f i rmed the  t e rmina t ion

and said that no reason
was given in the letter,
wh ich  took immediate
effect.

Asked what he intends
to do now, he said: “Since I
am no longer needed, I will

“I was asked to help out
at Neu!  Straits Times last

enjoy my retirement with

year by Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and Tun Daim

my grandchildren.”

Zainuddin.” Samad said.

Zainon and Mazlan were
not available for comment.

Zainon’s wife told The
Sun that he left for.South
Korea last night.

The terminations come
shortly after Tan Sri Ah-
dullah Ahmad was aonoin-
ted group editor-in-&ef  of
the New Strnits  Times.

Abdullah was political

secretarv  t o  t he  fo rmer
Prime Mjnister  Tun Ahdul
Razak and has also served
as Malaysia’s representa-
tive to the United Nations.

Media observers said
the terminations may be
part of Ahdullah’s revamp-
ing of giant local publish-
ing house which is now
saddled with debts.

They said Ahdullah’s
priority is to win back the
readers of its flagship A’ew
Straits Times.

The newspaper has been
losing readership over the
past few years and its cir-
culation is now down to
140.000.

D a t u k  Ahmad T a l i h
remains its group editor
while Datuk Ahmad Reial
Arbce is group editor of ;ts
sister publication, Rerita
Harian.
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