PM to launch masterplan to transform Kedah into developed state

By lan Mcintyre

Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad will
launch the Kedah 2010
development masterplan
tomorrow during a one-day
working visit to the state.
The masterplan is for-

mulated to ensure that Ke-
dah attains developed sta-
tus within the next 10 years.

The plan will focus on
three core growth areas,
namely the industries, agri-
culture and tourism sectors
but equal importance will
also be given to social eco-
nomic policies such as
housing, local authorities,
environment preservation

and religious programmes.

The plan is also a bid to
emulate other neighbour-
ing states in providing bet-
ter quality of life.

Despite the edgy politi-
cal climate with the Opposi-
tion eyeing the state in the
next general election, Men-
tri Besar Datuk Seri Syed
Razak Syed Zain is count-
ing on the masterplan to

sway the voters with an
ambitious  development
strategy to transform Ke-
dah into a leading state.
Besides consolidating
the industries at the Kulim
Hi Tech Park and industrial
zones of Sungai Petani, the
state will also open up
Bukit Kayu Hitam - turn-
ing the border township
into an Asean Industrial

Park with a Boeing compo-
nents production plant as
the anchor tenant.

For agriculture, the
state’s economic develop-
ment corporation and vari-
ous related federal and state
agencies were roped in to
explore the state’s vast
farming land.

Syed Razak had an-
nounced the possibility of

setting up an agriculture
university and various sup-
porting industries to mod-
ernise the agriculture sec-
tor and help the federal gov-
ernment reduce the coun-
try’s food import bill.

With tourism being cen-
tred around Langkawi, the
island is set to become a
major attraction to lure
tourists to the state.
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