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But DAP “I&e/éders deny quit move linked to election

Comment by V. Gayathry

KUCHING, Sun: Finally,
the DAP has quit the Op-
position coalition. And, as
the DA leaders have been
saving in the last three
months, it was bound to
happen.

It was just the timing of

the decision  which came
vesterday. when the party’s
central executive commit-
fee (C1C)Y voted to leave the
coalition.

But why now. when all
political parties are busy
with the Sarawak state
clection? After three for-
mal meetings and many
diseussions, the DAP and
PAS lTeaders could have at
least waited for the elec-
tion to be over to make the
announcement.

Mavbe not so. The talk
here is that DAP had to
make a stand as it was fos-
ing support among non-
Muslim voters in the state,
where the party is vying
tor at least 11 predomi-
nantly  Chinese  seats.
Yesterday's quit decision
was quickly conveyed to
its supporters., who ap-

peared to breathe a sigh of

relief.

Those who advocate
that the party will be able
to regain lost ground it it
hreaks away from PAS will
point to Sarawak. where
DAP claims that the gov-
ernment propaganda to
disceredit the party for sell-

Chinese votes because of
the alliamce with PAS.

Sclangor DAP treasurer
T. Kannan said: *'The Sara-
wak DAP had pulled out of
the state opposition coali-
tion in November, vet
many party supporters
wondered if it was really
mue.

“They were afraid that a
vote for DAP was a vote for
an Islamic state.”

However, Wong, who
opposed the alliance with
PAS. said the decision was
not linked to the election
as the party had contem-
plated the move for some
time.

It's truc that DAP's dis-
agreements with PAS over
the nature of the future
Malavsian state the
Islamic party aspires for
became  more  obvious
about two months ago, but
the taet that DAP decided
to leave the Alternative
Frout yesterday sent a
clear signal that Chinesce

that could impinge the
interests and sensitivities
of different communities.

The decision was made
vesterday by the DAP CEC
after party leaders met
Hadi, Kelantan Mentri Be-
sar Datuk Nik Abdul Aziz
Nik Mat, PAS secretary-
general Nasharudin Mat
[sa, vice-presidents Datuk
Mustafa Ali and Datuk Dr
Hassan Ali and central
working committee mem-
ber Hishamuddin Yahya.
in Kuala Lumpur.

The motion was adopt-
ed with 13 CEC members
voting to leave the coali-
tion, two voting to stay and
three abstentions. The rest
of the 27 CEC members
were absent and Kerk said
that had they attended the
mecting, they too would
have voted for the break
away.

“The situation has al-

wiavs been about 80Ye of

the leadership being un;
happv with the alliance

‘We accept it,

but the fact remains

that we are united
against a commgn
enemy - the BN.’
— Nasharuddin

voters are still important
and that the party is not
coing to take its support-

with PAS, especially when
it insisted on the Islamic
state issue. and now the

also a sticky issue among
the opposition parties.

The general sentiment
is that PAS and DAP were
never compatible because
of their.  ideological
differences, yet they could
work side by side in a cor-
dial environment.

The same, however. can-
not be said for Keadilan,
which the two senior par-
ties find at times worrying
and possibly a threat in the
coalition.

The battle for scats, in
[.unas last year and in Sa-
rawak now, between DAD
and Keadilan have also
made the coalition unten-
able but Kerk said that did
not force the party to come
out of the coalition.

The fear among DAP
leaders is that now it is ond
of the front, Keadilan
might just pick and grocm
representatives for non-
Malay areas thai ave DAP
strongholds.

For PAS, which tends to
focus on target seats. Ke-
adilan’s tactics of bulldoz-
ing into all constituencies,
could result in a tatteved
opposition, whose candi-
dates arc bound to ¢lash.

Here, Keadilan  has
fielded candidates where
PAS and DAID® had c¢x-
pressed strong chances of
winning. In all, Keadilan
with a team of former BN
and DAP members and
leaders, is contesting in 25
constituencies while DAP
has earmarked 13 and PAS.
three.



ing its supporters out to
appease PAS is scaring the
Chinese voters away.

With five days to poll-
ing, this announcement
came as a blessing as the
DA can now focus on
issues, rather than trying
to make apologies for
PAS’s intentions, to woo
Chinese voters back. [t
appears in some areas in
Kuching and Sibu that the
DAP might just walk away
with at least fouar secats.

In the last election in
1996, DA won three seats,
but had only one at the dis-
solution of the state  as-
sembly on Sept 3.

State DAP  chairman
Richard Wong Ho lLeng.
the incumbent in Bukit
Assek in Sibu, is challen-
ced by Sarawak United
People’s Party (SUPP) can-
didate  Daniel  Ngieng
Kiong Ann in what is con-
sidered a tough seat for the
Barisan Nasional (BN).

“To some of us, there is
still aulot of confusion as to
why the leaders picked yes-
terday to make the an-
nouncement.  But  over
here. the state DA wanted
an assurance from the fed-
ceral level that it was not
eoning to lose anvmore

ers’ loyalty for granted.

Party secretary-general
Kerk Kim Hock said the
reason for the pullout was
solely the dispute with
PAS that had reached a
serious level about two
months ago when PAS
leaders, namely its presi-
dent Datuk Fadzil Noor
and Terengganu Mentri
Besar Datuk Seri Abdul
Hadi Awang, made public
statements about their aim
to set up an Islamic state.
despite being part of the
opposition coalition.

“Of course there were
some DAP members who
expressed unhappiness
with the alliance from the
beginning, but that did not
warrant a  serious and
fengthy discussion until
PAS publicly stated its in-
tentions that breached the
coalition’s manifesto and
understanding,” Kerk said.

At the final meeting, the
two parties failed to reach
a consensus  on  three
points that demanded a
commitment not tosetupa
theocratic state, but they
agreed that the coalition
would be given notice and
consulted over any pro-
posed enactments in Ke-
Jantan and Terengganu

balance has tipped further
in that direction,” Kerk
said.

Some Barisan Nasional
leaders have described
DAP’s decision as wise.
This is natural because it
vindicates the ruling
party’s view that never the
twain shall meet.

But PAS and DAP insist
that the separation is not
really the end.

Nasharudin said PAS
had expected the move,
judging from the negotia-
tions and the sentiments of
the DAP supporters.

“We proposed further
discussions but DAP lead-
ers said they wanted to re-
fer it to the CEC,” he said.
“We got the sense that they
would be making the
announcement. We accept
it but the tact remains that
we are united against a
common enemy and that is
the BN.”

Nasharudin said that
there are common issues
that the parties will fight
for.

Kerk confirmed that
DAP had indicated post-
alliance options but did
not go into details as to
whether they will form
electoral pacts, which are

As some observers said
earlier during the height of
the crisis between DAP
and PAS, it is left to be seen
what the stand of the other
two coalition partners
Keadilan and Parti Rakyat
Malaysia (PRM) is and if
they are only concerncd
about winning seats.

“Its (Keadilan’s) lack of
comnmitment to the coali-
tion is even more obvious
if we look at how it has-
fielded candidates during
the 1999 general election,
recent by-clections  and
now in Sarawak where the
other opposition parties
stand a better chance of
winning. Keadila:r has
spent more encrgy on that.
rather than to try and
make the coalition work.”
a local DAP member said.

While the Sarawak elec-
tion may have hastened
DAP’s departure from the
Alternative Front. a vic-
tory for Keadilan could
mark the start of a diffi-
cult relationship for the
remaining members.

The merger of Keadilan
and PRM may first pose a
challenge to PAS and DAP
and only later to their
avowed enemy. the Barisan
Nasional.
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