
But DAP leaders deny quit move linked to election 

tlowe\Y~t: wong. who 

0~mJsc~l the allianw with 

that could impinge tlic 
interests and sensitivities 
0:‘ tliffcwnt c.otiiiiiunitic~s. 

The decision was madcx 
yestcrtluy by the 11241’ CEC 
after party IeatlPl-s tnct 

Hadi. Kclantan Mentri ISe- 
sx Ihtuk Sk Ahdul Aziz 
Nik Mat, PAS secretary).- 
general Nasharudin Mat 
Isa, vice-presidents Datuk 
Mustafa Ali and I)atuk 111. 
Hassan Aii and central 
working committw mem 
her Hishanruddin Yahya, 
in Kuala 1,utnpur. 

The motion was adopt- 
td with 10 CRC members 
voting to ~P:IL.C the coali- 
tion, two voting to stay and 
three abstentions. The rest 

‘We accept it, 
but the fact remains 
that we are united 
against a comman 
enemy-the BN.’ 

- Nasharuddin 

votctrs are still import;inl \I-ith I’M. cspccially wli~~n 
and that the party is not it iilsistctd on the Islamic 
going tc, take its support- StZlt? issue. ilntl 11OLY ttlc 

nuvw compatible hccausc~ 
Of their itlcoiiv~ical w 
diffcrcnces, vC>t !ht’y CCllliCi 

work side by side in ;I COI’- 
dial cnvironmcnt 

‘I’hc saint’. holvtwr. can- 
not be said for Kcarliia!i. 
which the t\vo wniot. pa:‘- 

tics find at times worryin: 
and aossiblv a threat in ttw 
coalition. 

The battlr l’or stvlts. iI1 
I.unas last year and i!i S:i~ 
rawak now, between DAI 
and Kcadilan have alsu 
made the coal ition uiitt,li- 
able but Kerk saicl th;tt (lid 
not fOlTf? t11c pwly tf) Cflilli‘ 
out of the coalition. 

The fca~, ainong [,l’ 
Icitders is that 11012 it is Olli 

of :i1c fl‘ont, Kc~:ltlil:lll 

lllight j(iSt pick :lll<l yl.clc,:li 
represcn kit il(:h for noii- 
Malay ;Il‘t’:li tll~ll ;::‘<‘ !!:\I’ 
~,tronc~holtl~. ,, 

For 1’A.S. \vhic~!i tit:-iti> 111 

press4 strong chxict5 of 

winning. In all. KeXlil~in 
with a IL‘am of formw 13N 
and IIAI members autl 
leadccrs. is contestintr i~i 25 

constituencies wtiil(, 11141’ 
ius oarmnrkctl 1:1 ;111tl I’:‘IS. 
t hlw?. 



ing its supporters out to 
appease PAS is scaring the 
Chinese voters away 

With five days to potl- 
ing, this announcement 
came’ as a blessing as the 
I).41 can now focus on 
issur5. rather than trying 
to lnak(~ apologies foi 
I’AS’s intctntic~ls. to woo 
(‘hinesc~ votcbrs hack. It 
appears in sonw arcas in 
Kuctiin~ and Sibu that the 
IMI’ might just walk away 
Lvitli at Icast four seats. 

ers’ loyalty for granted. 
Party secretary-general 

Kerk Kim Hock said the 
reason for the pullout was 
solely the dispute with 
PAS that had reached a 
wrious level about two 
months ago when PAS 
leadei3, nam2ly its prcsi- 
dent 1)atuk Fadxil Noor 
and ‘I’crciig~aiiu Mentri 
IWar 1)atuk Scri Abdul 
ltatti Awang. made public 
statcwicnts about their aim 
to wt up an Islamic state. 
despite bcliiig part of thcl 
opposition coalition. 

“Of COllI‘SC thYc bVCI’<’ 

SOIIIC IL4 membe~~s who 
lYqx‘l’sslY1 unhappiness 
cl ith the alliance from the 
beginning:. but tli;it did not 
\r:lrr\llt il ‘ serious and 
1eng:thy discussion until 
PAS publicly stated its in- 
tcntions that hrcxl1et1 the 
coalition’s manifesto and 
undorstantlil?~.” Kcrk said. 

At the fiiiai meeting, the 
two parties failctt to reach 
a c011scnsus on three 
points that demanded a 
commitment not to set up ;i 

thcocratic state, but they 
agrtu1 that the coalition 
wouttt he given notice 2nd 
rollsultt~tl OVEi‘ any )Il‘(l~ 

plvxYt ell~lctmcnts ‘ill Ko- 
Iantat 2nd ‘I’l‘l~c~ll~~~lnll 

balance has tipped further 
in that direction,” Kerk 
said. 

Some Barisan Nasional 
leaders have described 
DAP’s decision as wise. 
This is natural because it 
vindicates the ruling 
party’s view that never the 
twain shall meet. 

But PAS and DAP insist 
that the separation is not 
realty the end. 

Nasharudin said PAS 
had expected the move. 
judging from the negotia- 
tions and tlic sentjitients of 

the DAI’ supporters. 
“We proposed further 

discussions but IMP lead- 

ers said they wanted to re- 
fer it to the CEC,” he said. 
“We got the sense that they- 
would be making the 
anliouiiceliieiit. We accept 
it but the fact remains that 
we are united against a 
common enemy and that is 
the BN.” 

Nasharudin said that 
there are common issues 
that the parties will fight 
for. 

Kerk confirmed that 
DAP had indicated post- 
alliance options but did 
not go into details as to 

\vhctller they will form 
clcctoral pacts, which are 

As some observers said 
earlier during the height of 
the crisis between DAP 
and PAS, it is left to be seen 
what the stand of the other 
two coalition partners 
Keadilan and Parti Rakyat 
Malaysia (PRY) is and if 
they are only concerned 
about wiuning scats. 

“Its (Keadilan’s) lack of 
conimitmont to the coali- 
tion is even more obvious 
if we look at how it has- 
fielded candidates tliiring 
hI! 19% #?ilcYd ~?lecTi(Jll. 
recent hv-ctlwt ions alld 

now in S&wnk whc~~~ the 
other opposilion part irts 
stand a bettkbr c:~~tiic~~ ot 
\vinning. Kcadila.: has 
spent more eiwgy on that. 
rather than to try :mtl 
make the coalition \vork.” 
a local rm member said. 

While the Saran nk c~lec- 
tion may have hastcuc4 
DAP’S r1epart111Y! fl~rml tlw 

Alternative Front. a vic- 
tory for Kcadilan c0111tt 

mark the start of a ttifl‘i 
cult relationship for the 
remaining men) hws. 

The mercer of Keatli1;!11 
I  

and F’RM ina\’ fiixt post, ;i 
challenge to PAS :u1tl DAI’ 
and only later to t11L’ir 

avowed enemy. the Ikrrisaii 
Nasional. 
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