
Government to
monitor projects
Stimulus package receives encouragement

I

KITAlA  1,UMl’Uli.  Wed. The
Governmt~nt  mill strictly monitor
all projects oarmarked  under the
11M4.3 billion stimulus package
announcttd  yesterday  to ensurc~  the
allocations were sptxnt  during tho
stipulated period.

liational  ~~cononiic  Action Coni-
mittee (NEAC)  executive chairman
Ihtuk  Mustapa  Mohamed  s a i d  a
mctttin;:  will hr  held with all go\
c>rntnc>nt  agent%  and departments
on  Montla~  t o  ensure projects
planntYI  ar(’ complc~ted  i n  the
shortt-it possible time.

I’rimc Minister  Datuk  S e t - i  1)r
Mahathir  Mohan~;~d  in announcing
the  c~cononiic  xtimulus  p a c k a g e
yt5tcrtla!J. said i t  was aimed at
gt:nc,ratint:  economic activities bvith
the  biggest  spin-off affects.

The  tlc\v  package  focuses  on
imall  tiewlopmc:nt  p r o j e c t s ,  wel-
fat-c>.  training of retrenched work-
c’ib  and  the  uncttn~~lo~t~tl.  and tour-
ism promotion.

‘1’11(% .Ibsc~~ia!iw’ o f  (:cJnlJ:utcr  2nd

Multimedia  Industry of Maiaysia
(Pikom) described the stimulus
packag,c,  particularly the ItM:lOO
million injection to crcatc con:-
putclr  labs in 2.000 sic~liools  as a
move in the  right direction.

I t s  cha i rman  I.ooi  Kicn  Ixong
said in a statement:  ‘.Not  only will
our children benefit from this
tnovc,  but  it Lvill  alto stimulate the
local information and communi-
cations industry.“

The Malaysian Malay Business-
men And Industrialists Association
(PKl~I).r\S.r\MA)  president, I)atuk
Moohamad  Izat Etnir. stated that
the package would unsure the
continuc~d  economic gro\vth  of be-
twccn onr to t\vo  percent.

Mochamad  lzat said the decision
to improve terms  and access to fi-
nancing uttdor  ctsixting special
funds for sin:111  anti  incdiuin-scale

enterprises was a good move in
encouraging them to explore new
opportunities, especially for butni-
putcra enterprises.

“I3umiputera  businessmen and
industrialists should take advan-
tage of the benefits of the package
for their own benefit as well as the
nation’s.” he said.

The Malaysian Trades Union
Congress (MTUC) applauded the
Government’s proactive move to
boost the econotny but urged em-
ployers to be more responsible to-
wards their workers.

retrenched workers and special
information technology courses for
degree and diploma holders.” Koh
said, adding that the measures
would have long-term positilre im-
pacts in upgrading the  technology
skills and productivity of the Ma-
laysian lvorkforcc to sustain and
sharpen the country’s compcti-
tivencss  in the global market.

Free Industrial Zone Penang
Companies Association (Frepenca)
president  Datuk Wong Siew Hai
said the move to stimulate the
economy locally is a positive step.

MTUC  president Senator Datuk
Zainal  Rampak  said although the
Government’s efforts to kick-start
the economy is significant to create
cmploymcnt, employers should
also play their role effectively.

He  also called on the Human
liesource Ministry to set up em-
plo>ment exchanges in every major
to\vn  and give priority to local
workers over  foreign ones.

In Malacca, Chief Minister Datuk
Wira Mohd Ali Kustam  said the
allocation will help sustain the
State Government’s tourism pro-
motion efforts currently being
carried out locally and in Asean
countries.

“There should be no new re-
cruitment of foreign workers and
the  existing ones should be sent
hack once their contracts are
over.“he said, adding that this
would create more employment
opportunities for locals.

“It is the State Government’s
hope that we will he able to receive
part of the grant to enable us to
carry out a more aggressive pro-
motion for Malacca,” he said.

In Johor Baru, Menteri Besar
Datuk A h d u l  Ghani O t h m a n
pledged that the State will ensure
all projects undertaken under the
stimulus package are implemented
within the stipulated time frame.

In Seremban, Menteri l3esar  Tan
Sri Mohatnad  Isa Ahdul Samad said
the package was part of an ongoing
proactive step taken by the Gov-
ernment to keep the country’s
wmotny  vibrant and thriving:,

“We will ensure that none of the
projects to be implemented here
will he disrupted or left ailing.

“All this shows the CaFi
ptlnsity  of the Governme
resilience  to cut off n
pact5  f rom any gioba
mcints.

“To this end, we will ensure that
the projects, especially the small
rural projects and the upgrading of
&&xE+~ k indergar tens :  wi l l  he
allrarded to the right people witl:in
the aljocated three months,” he
s a i d  to&\..

“In Ncgri Sembilan, we have re-
ceived IiMBO million from the ear-
lier package which has been  dis-
tributed to the relevant Wakil
I<uk,qnt,  for projects to build roads,
bridges and other public infra-
structure,” Isa said.

Ghani particularly welcomed the
allocation for the re-training of re-
trenched workers as the state is
bracing itself for the expected lay-
off of up to 7,000 workers in the
industrial sector.

In Penang, Chief Minister Tan
Sri I)r Koh Tsu Koon said the an-
nouncement reflects the strong
determination and decisiveness of
Dr  Mahathir to generate economic
activities and business opportuni-
tics in the face of the American and
global recession.

In addition, the gloomy economic
scenario in Singapore is expected to
lead to the retrenchment of hun-
dreds of Malaysian workers cur-
rently employed in the republic.

Terengganu Menteri Besar Datuk
Ser i  Abdul  Hadi  Awang  com-
mended the Government for the
KM43  billion fund injection into
the economy. He, however, urged
for greater emphasis on the agri-
culture sector in order to increase

“I particularly welcome specific
allocations to provide computer
labs in 2.000 schools, retraining of the country’s food supply.
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