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KUCHING, Wed. == Prime M|n|ster
Datuk Seri Dr Mahethir Mohamad
today urged the people of Sarawak
to return the Barisan Nasona to
power as it is the only party that
can protect the rights of dl races.

The Prime Miniger sad the BN
had successfully demondrated that
it could protect the rights of all
races.

“No other party has the BN’s
principles talored to safeguard the
rights of the various races and
ethnic groups so tha they would
not be afrad of ther rights being
teken away from them,” he sad in
his message to the people of Sarawak
which was ared live over TV1 (full
report on Page 6).

As the people of Sarawak go to
the polls tomorrow to elect the new
State Government, observers on
the sidelines have predicted a
landslide victory for the Barisan
Nasiond.

Meanwhile, punters who put their
money where their mouths are
have labelled Opposition and in-
lependent  candidetes as  underdogs
and have given them handicgps of
up to 3,000 votes againgt the BN
candidates.

Fifty-eight seats ae being con-
tesed. Four seets have been won
uncontested by the Barisan Na-
sional on nomination day. There
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He sad 1,592 voting ccntres in-
volving 2089 chands would be
opened to enable the people to cast

their votes.

From that, 991 are schools, 336
are longhouses, 119 community
centres and 116 other places.

Ahdul Rashid advised dl voters
to go out to cast their votes without
any fear. He sad the polling cen-
tres would he opened from 7.30am
to opnl.

“The voters need not fear as no-
body can stop them from exercising
their right to vote.
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ae Batu Kawa, Baang Ai, Kaibas
and Ba’Kelalan.

Apart from the BN’s 58 candi-
dates, the others in the fray are
Parti Keadilan Nesond (25), DAP
{(13), State Reform Paty or STAR
(five), Pas (three) and 63 indepen-
dents.

Keadilan, STAR and Pas are
making their debut in this eection.

There are a totd of 815,932 people
digible to cast their votes tomor-
row.
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In totd, there are 868487 regis
tered voters in Sarawak.

Election Commission chairman
Datuk Abdul Rashid Abdul Rah-
man said here today the cam-
paigning period ends a midnight.

He sad he bdieved palling would
be carried out smoothly.

“We predict 70 per cent of the
registered voters will go out to cast
their votes compared with65 per cent
in the last election in 1996,” he
told a Press conference at the
EIectiG/pCommission office in Ja-
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“Those prevented from voting
should lodge a police report,” he
said adding that voters should
come out early and not wait for the
la minute.

He sad the commisson had dlo-
cated RM22.2 million to ensure the
smooth run of the eection, adding
that a big portion of it was for
transportation.

Abdul Kashid sad two arcraft,
40 helicopters, 3,100 cars, 845 boats
and 25 express boats would be used.
The commisson has aso employed
14,000 le for the dection.

He sad the firg result was ex-
pected & 8.30pm and by 11pm, dl
the results should be known.

on4 wait till last minute

The people can obtain the latest
information on the dection by vis
iting  www.spr.gov.my.

Meanwhile, Sate Election officer
Wan Alwi Dauk Wan Hashim sad
the four constituencies with the
largest number of voters are Pend-
ing (29,097), Pelawan (28,722), Batu
Lintang (28,293) and Senadin
(28,132).

He added the condtituencies with
the leet number of voters are Be-
laga (6,476). Sadong Jaya (7.506) and
Ngcrr(m (7),709). ( )

He sdd three largest constituen-
cies ae Belaga (19453 sq km). Te-
lang Usan (15.386 sq km) and Hdeh
(12,364sq km).
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