Big BN
B 727 oo

win shows*
no place
for dirty

tactics. PM

DATUK Sei Dr Mahahir
Mohamad sad the Baisan
Nasond’s resounding victo-
ry in the Sarawek stete elec-
tions last night was proof of
the people’s rejection of
rough and dirty tactics of
peninsularbased ©  opposition
parties namely PAS and
Keadilan.

The Prime Miniger sad
this went to prove that such
gutter tactics were not only
unacceptable in Sarawak
but dso in the Peninsula

“Uding rough tactics is not
in our culture and | hope
others will aso regect them,”
he sid a a media confer-
ence after opening the 69th
Federation Dentaire Inter-
nationale-World Dental
Congress 2001 a Stadium
Putra in Bukit Jil in Kuda
Lumpur last night.

He said this time the
Saawek BN peformed even
better than the last state
eections as the oppostion
only won a seat through the
DAP in Kidurong while an-
other seat, Meluan went to
an_ independent.

PAS ,which contested
three seats and Keadilan, 25,
faled to win any sedt.

Dr Mahahir sad that by
rgecting PAS and Keadilan
the electorate in Sarawak
showed that there was no
place for intimidating, and
threatening tactics.

“This is not a democrétic
way. They (PAS and Kead-
ilan) thought democracy
gives them the freedom to
meke thregts” he sad.

He said Keadilgn was ob-
sessed with fielding a large
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number  of idates only to see 11 of

them losing their deposts.

On alleged disunity among Sarawak
Mdavs and Médanaus. the Prime Minister
sad such notion obvioudy had no basis
and no bearing on the outcome of the
eection.

Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi
congratulated the Sarawak BN for its
landdide win and sad the people have
mede a wise choice. o )

The Deputy Prime Minister said the
victory showed that the BN had worked
hard and ganed the confidence of the
people in Sarawek. ] .

Abdullah, who is in Saudi Arabia on a
visit since Mondav. aso sad the BN would
ensure the continued progress of
Sarawek.

He thanked the people of Sarawek for
placing their trugt in the BN. _

In Kuchina Chief Miniger Tan St Ab-
dul Tab Mahmud sad the landdide vic-
tory by BN will spur the dtate assem-
blymen to work with grester determi-
nation to bring development to the date.

The win showed that the efforts of the
Government in_ the Pas five years had
received recognition from the people in
the state, he said. )

“The peonle’s confidence will spur the
BN to scrutinise its drat to intensfy
development efforts dthough we are ex-
pected to face the effects of the world
€CONOMIC  recession.

He sad this & a media conference im-
mediately after al the eection results
were announced with BN winning 60 of
the 62 seats contested.

With the victory, he hoped the BN lead-
ership, especidly a the Federd levd,
would be apreciated by the people in fac-
ing the expected %I/lobd €00N0MiIC  reces
son. “We need Dr Mahathir... this is what
the r‘Ipeople_ of Sarawak sad,” he sad.

Information Miniger Tan Si  Khadlil
Yaakob sad the victory reflected the con-
fidence of voters and the Sarawak people
in the BN leadership.

“l believe this is the response and ap-
preciation of voters for Tan Sri Abdul Tab
Mahmud. | am confident the BN lead
ership will once again give him the trust to
leed the BN Government in Sarawak,” he
said when interviewed RTM.

MIC presdent Datuk Seri S. Samy Velu
described the victory as the greatést glft
from the people of Sarawak to the Prime
Minigter. “This confirms that his leader-
ship is foolproof.”

aakan  secrdary-generd Chia  Kwwens,
Chye sad the decison of the people i
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_Sarawak was most welcome as it was

vote for nationd devdopment. — Berga-
ma
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