
Airlines have to 
be cautious:.PM 
Proposal for air marshals to deter hijacking needs study 
KLJALA LUMPUR, Sat: 
Prime Minister Datuk Seri 
Ih~Mahathir Mohamad said 
12lalaysia nc~ds to be cau- 
tioms although local aircraft 
arc not scc’n as possible 
hijack targets. 

He said Malaysia must 
take ca1.o of the people’s 
interest. especially those 
travclling by air, 

‘I’ho primf minister said 
this in rc~spons;e to ‘I’rans- 
port Ministclr 1)atuk Seri 111 
I,in~: I,iong Sik’s suggestion 

ct.:& to prevent. possible 
hijacks ant1 onsure the saf+ 
ty of ynsscngers and cabin 
Cl’(‘LV. 

“lV1~ havc~ to study wtK!t- 

her WC can use air marshals. 
IJnfortun~ttc~ly. the people 
M ho build acroplancs didn’t 
think to study the problems 

of terrorism . they should 
build an aeroplane that is 
terrorist proof. 

“It mav sound like a ri- 
diculous &a but it can be 
done, some things can be 
done. We are doncerned 
about fire-nroof materials 
and all that, now we want 
terrorist-proof aeroplanes.” 

Speaking to reporters 
at‘tclr officiating Parti Ge- 
rakan linkyat Malaysia’s 
30th annual delegates COP 
ference here, he jokingly 
said that he has a few ideas 
about how an aeroplane can 
be made terrorist-proof but 
did not elaborate. 

Asked if the move to con- 
sider air marshals is due to 
the degree of hijack threats 
on Malaysian aircraft. he 
said hijackings do not only 
happen in the US. 

“At the moment. the num 

ber of passengers taking US 
airlines is down by 35% 
throughout the world .., peo- 
ple are scared because 
hijacks not only happen in 
America, it hanDens in 
Taiwan and Chini.” 

Mahathir said the POV- 
ernment will continue to 
arrest militants if they can 
bc identified. 

Denying claims that Ma- 
laysia has become a regional 
hub for terrorism. he said: 
“WC have 42 vears of cxoeri- 
ence. We fought against 
guerillas (during the 
Communist Emergency) 
and now there are terrorist 
groups here like the Al- 
Ma’unah and militant 
groups. 

“That is why we have the 
Internal Securitv Act to 
stop the terrorists. When we 
use it. we were cursed for 

being undemoizratic and 
unjust and all that, but now 
they are doing just that. they 
are learning from us and in 
a way we are up for learning 
as well on how to deal with 
terrorists.” 

To another question 
whether act; of terrorism 
are confined to some politi- 
cal parties, Mahathir said 
he does not know about that. 

“I don’t want to accuse 
any political party but we 
have seen one nolitical party 
having its members take 
action towards that direc- 
tion.” he said. 

On the call made by Parti 
Keadilan Nasional presi- 
dent Uatin Seri Dr Wan 
Azizah Wan Ismail that the 
government should come 
clean on terrorism. he said: 
“I think she should come 
clean on terrorism as well.” 
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