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offset schemes, 
suppli rs told 
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It should be*industLfocused, says PM J 

~lAI,AYSIA uill he looking very 
l’avourabl~ at the proposals of de- 
fc1nc.e equ~pmcnt suppliers who can 
offo1 attractive industrial offset 
~~r~J~l-mllllW t0 XcdCratC the 
couutr> ‘s ~rowtli in the aerospace 
and m;~rinc’ trailsport industries. 

H(l said srlpplicrs who could offer 
the most attractive industrial offset 
programm(~~ in terms of value and 
type’s of tc~~lii~ology with sustain- 
ahl~ husinc~ opportunities would 
command substantial weightage. 

This proc‘c’ss. according to the 
l’rim(’ Ministcnr. should be more 
intl~rstrv-foc~ih~~(l and not merely 
offu unproductive training pro- 
yi31iililc+ that (lid not actdrcw spe- 
cific, I-c~ciliirc~mc,tits. 

“III tlw past. LVC had some good 
off?c,t pro~rarimes being managed 
hclrc> in Malaysia, such as the BAc 
Systo111s ti ;I w k aircraft pro- 
~rammt5 which in 1992 helped in 
the crcaticm of’ SLIIZ Aerospace, an 
acrospacc nianlil;tcturing compa- 
ny .” hr said. 

“I ~oultl lilw to SW more OEMs 
rcspoldiiig positively to their offset 
ol)ligatioiis. WC shor~ld focus on a 
win-win strntcQc partnership be- 
twccn the international vendors 
anti the Malaysian companies,” 
said the I’rimf~ Miiiistcr. 
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hope we will never need to use hut 
which will need replacement and 
renewal as new technology renders 
them obsolete,” he said. 

Speaking before top aircraft 
manufacturers, equipment makers 
and aerospace experts at the Mah- 
suri International Exhibition Cen- 
tre, Ilr Mahathir said the Govenl- 
merit’s allocation for industrial 
development under its Eighth Ma- 
laysian development plan was 
quite substantial. 

Also present were Deputy Prime 
Minister Datuk Seri Ahdullah Ah- 
mad Badawi. Kedah Menteri Besar 
Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain 
Barakhah and LIefence Minister 
Datuk Scri Najih Razak. 

Dr Mahathir also touched on the 
progress of the country’s aerospace 
industry and capability in design- 
ing and manufacturing certain 
aircraft parts under sub-contract 
from the OEMs. 

Malaysia has also ventured into 
high-tech areas such as systems 
integration and simulator devel- 
opment. 

To showcase this modest devel- 
opment, the Prime Minister said 
the first ever Malaysian unmanned 
aerial vehicle (UAV). the two-seater 
Malaysia Eagle 150 aircraft manu- 
factured by Composite Technology 

Research Malaysia, would take to 
the air during this show. 

The electronics and associated 
systems were supplied by BAe 
Systems, and aircraft modification 
and systems integration carried out 
jointly by local company Excelnet 
and BAe &stems. 

The UAV can he used for coastal 
surveillance and monitoring of 
open burning, piracy and move- 
ment of illegal immigrants. 

Dr Mahathir also called on Ma- 
laysian companies to market their 
capabilities and products world- 
wide. To achieve this, they were 
advised to participate in intcrna- 
tional aerospace, maritime and 
defence exhibitions elsewhere too. 

They were also advised to devel- 
op an aggressive marketing strat- 
egy to compete succesfully in the 
international market. 

Touching on the Sept 11 attacks 
in the US, Dr Mahathir stressed the 
need for new systems of intelli- 
gence gathering, new surveillance 
capacities, better photography from 
outer space, mnre rensitive lixten- 
ing devices, early detection of poi- 
sonous chemicals, remote controls 
of aircraft and other new ideas and 
gadget; to fight terrorism. 
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