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restricted to Malaysia. 
“It has to do with the 

investment,” he said. 
US Ambassador to Ma- 

laysia Marie Huhtala told 
reporters that American 
businessmen are “comfort- 
able with the situation 
here”. 

“There has been no proh- 
lem with the running of 
American business here 
throughout this crisis. 
Opera&ns have continued 
normall.” Huhtala said. 

supporters outside its 
premises. 

IWTRAJAYA, Tues: Ame- 
rican investors arc l not 
avoiding Malaysia. the pres- 
jdcnt of the American 
Malaysian Chamber of 
Commerce. Nicholas Zcff- 
rays. said today. 

“The investnicnt num- 
bc~rs arc’ holding up quite 
\V(lll.” 1~~ told rc~porters 

l)t. M:lti;ittiir ~lohamatl and 
;I tl(~l~~:qltion f~~)tii Ihc cliam- 
tw: 

%cft’wys noted Ihat the 

World Ilank 11x1 projected ;I 
sut)st;lntial downturn in 
$!I-o\vt11 ~vr)rldwitic~, but 
stressctl that this is not 

global slowdown. At the 
berrinninrr of this vear. it 
w& expected that the world 
Gross Domestic Product 
growth would be around 
2.8%,” hc said. 

“Now, it’s projected to be 
less than I”o. With all the 
uncertainty and unpre- 
dictability related to the 
war on terrorism. we won’t 
SFL’ an inimcdiatt~ turn- 
alY~ullcl.” 

Howcvcr, dcspitc the 

effects of tlirl decrease. 
Amc,rir:a Lvill remain con- 
mittcd to n?ala>-sia. 

“‘1’11~ lcvc~l of American 
invc5tmc~nts ovc‘r tliv last 
sc!vLTa1 tlccadcs 1ICI.C is so 

Frcat that you can bet there 
is going to be continued re- 

Both ‘Zeffreys and Huh- 
tala said they are satisfied 
with the emphasis placed 
on security matters and 
h,lalaysiw stand against ter- 
rorism. 

Huhtala said the US 
T;‘mhnssv had rccrxivcd pro- 
tection &om the police dul.- 
ing tlw recent demonstra- 
tion by PAS members and 

She said that since such 
“expressions of opinion” 
are common in her country: 
the embassy considers it “a 
normal sort of event”. 

She also said the case of 
the letter tainted with 
anthrax. which was redi- 
rected to the US from 
Malaysia, is still under 
investigation. 

“Roth governments are 
looking at this verv careful- 
ly Tf anthrax is being tlclih- 
eratel!; sent through the 
mail. then this is a terrible 
act and something wo’r(1 
wry concerned about. 

“Wl ColldCIlIll flw smd- 

ing of biological agents 
through the mail.” Huhtala 
said. 
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