
S Bush- says Mahathir has 
‘verv good sense of humour’ 

J u 
“They had?fie pzor?~ %’ 

exchange of letters and this 
THE White House has de- 
scribed last Saturday’s mect- 
ing between President George 
W Rush and Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathir Mohamad in Shang- 

meeting, and 1 think they’ve 
developed a feeling of being 
able to communicate with 
each other, which was a very 
good meeting. 

hai as very warm, with Bush 
finding the Prime Minister as 
a person with a “very good 
sense of humout”. 

A senior White House of- 
ficial said the two leaders got 
along well “after having dc- 
vcloped a feeling of being able 
to communicate with each 
other”. 

The official said this in a 
Press briefing on Hush’s mect- 
ings with Dr Mahathir and 
Japanese Prime Minister ,Ju- 
nichiro Koizumi on the side- 
lines of the just-concluded 
Asia Pacific Economic Coop- 
eration (Apcc) summit in 
Shanghai. 

The transcript of the brief- 
ing, held at the Portman Kitz- 
Carlton in Shanghai last Sat- 
urday, was released in Kuala 
Lumpur yesterday by the US 
State Department through the 
IJS Kmbassy. 

The official said the meeting 
betwwn Bush and Dr Ma- 
hathir was cordial where both 
leaders discussed ideas which 
they had forwarded in their 
recent correspondence. 

“Prime Minister (Dr) Ma- 
hathir has a very good sense of 
humour, which the President 
appreciated and I think they 
got along well,” he said. 

During the meeting, both 
leaders shared their ideas on 
the best possible way to check 
terrorism following the 
September 11 attacks on the 
World Trade Center and the 
Pentagon in the US. 

“The President expressed 
aupreciation for the letter ear- 
li’er this month and they dis- 
cussed how both Muslims and 
the Americans share common 
values of freedom, love of re- 
ligion and family.” the official 
said. 

Dr Mahathir, the official 
said, told Bush that Muslims 
never engaged in “terrible 
things”, but there were a few 
with-extreme views who had 
decided to take action which 
was totally unacceptable. 

The White House also ex- 
pressed appreciation to Malay- 
sia for its willingness to share 

2oM 
information and for extending 
all other necessarv support to 
help Washington “combat ter- 
rorism. “Malaysia is being sup- 
portive. The President ex- 
pressed appreciation for sup- 
nort. of what Malavsia has 
hone in information-sharing 
and other areas of support.” 
the official said. 

Asked whether Bush and Dr 
Mahathir discussed the pos- 
sibility of an Islamic force 
moving into Afghanistan. the 
official said there was no such 
discussion. He was also asked 
whether both Bush and Dr Ma- 
hathir had discussed the mil- 
itary campaign in Afghanistan 
and on the Prime Minister’s 
remarks that there would nev- 
er be a total resolution of the 
terrorism problem until there 
was a solution to the West Asia 
conflict. 

To this, the official said: 
“Well. the Prime Minister did 
mention that he believed the 
resolution of the conflict in the 
Middle East (West Asia) would 
be important in resolving ter- 
rorism over the long term.” 

The official said Bush had 
generally said that the US 
would continue with the cam- 
paign in Afghanistan and that 
it had no intention of targeting 

or causing civilian casualties. 
He said Bush was sorrv for 

the civilian casualties “and 
that every step would be taken 
to prevent this from occur- 
ring. 

The official said Dr Ma- 
hathir also shared Malaysia’s 
experience in dealing with the 
communist insurgency over a 
42.year period and more re- 
cently with an Islamic mil- 
itant group. 

Asked to elaborate on this, 
the official said Dr Mahathir 
said one of the things the 
Malaysian Government had to 
do to tackle the communist 
insurgency was to go to the 
region to find out the needs of 
the people. 

To whether Bush had re- 
quested both Dr Mahathir and 
Koizumi to take extra mea- 
sures to freeze the assets ofthe 
al Qaeda movement, the of- 
ficial said this was not specif- 
ically done. “(However) Both 
countries have taken steps in 
that direction.” 

The official said Bush and 
Dr Mahathir had also dis- 
cussed Indonesia and gave 
their support to the leadership 
of President Megawati 
Sukarnoputri. -- NST 
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