T i R
must

benefit
all sides

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN:
Malaysia is supportive of the
proposed Asean-China Free
Trade Area but it does not
want the eventud implemen-
tation to benefit only one side.

Prime Minigter Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad said
Maaysia wanted to make sure
that both sdes gained from
the FTA.

“As much as Chinais a big
market, it is aso a big produc-
er of manufactured goods
which are in direct competi-
tion to those manufactured in
South-East  Ada

“I am sure the influx of
Chinese eoods into South-East
Adawill-not result in our own
industries shutting down,” he
told a press conference here
fter attending the Asean sum-
mit and Asean+3 medting with
its partners, Japan, South
Koreaand China

China has proposed that the
FTA drengthen trade and
invetment links covering a
market of about 1.7 hillion peo-

e

P Dr Mahathir dso said there
was a need to st up an
Asean+3 secretariat for the 13
countries to take a common
stand on matters that might be
detrimentdl to the interest of
the region.
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