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PETALING -JAYA, Sun: f’arti 
Kcaclil;ln Nasional’s third 
~lnllu;Il ~cnrwl awllll,ly pre- 

writs ;I ~ootl ol)l)ortunity for 
thtb top cchc~lon to nIakl2 ;I firm 
5t;inrl on sw~~r;~I issiiw coii- 
fronting the lJ:irty. 

nowMafays in vi&v of the 

prime minister’s declaration 
that Malaysia is ail Islamic 
state. 

“Howevec the power- strug- 

clc between the Muslim Youth 
ii~lovcmcnt of Malaysia 
(Abim) faction and non-Abini 
OIWS will take centrc-stage.” 

‘I’llC ilSSf?lllbl~~ Santiago 

that while the Ahim f’action 
might have enough clout. it 
may not get the numbers in 
terms of votes and seats. 

and scare off non-Muslims. 
More than 200 candidates 

were nominated for positions 
in the supreme council and 
observers say the list reflects a 
tussle between the Abim and 
non-Abim factions. 

“This is ;I good 0lJlJortrinit~~ 
to tlvf‘illt! its stand 011 tht, 

Isl;liiii(. st:itca issue. its llosi- 
lion in thct 0~J~~osition CO;I- 
lition :rntl thv l)~iillc,ut of l);\l!” 
>;I i(l IJOI it icxl t~lJs~~r~~~r C’h:irlos 

said. should also. include tile 
mcrwr with Parti fiakvat Ma- 
laysili on its agenda ~;iid not 
delay the mandate to amend 
thv c*onstitrition to iw~Jnimo- 
date flw chat1jies. 

11~ wguctl that democracy 
is not just about elections as 
tlcbatw and expressions of 
views arv fundamental to thv 
tlcwlol~nic~nt ot‘ party politics. 

.‘What is important is the 
uortfolios thev will control. 
icor instance, the deputy presi- 
dent’s post is open for chal- 
lenge and the person who wins 
will head the management 
committee in charge of disci- 
pline and administration. 
That is an important post.” 

Six candidates have been 
nominated for the deputy pre- 
sident’s post, including in- 
cumbent l)r Chandra Muzaf- 
far who is not seeking I-e-vlcc- 
tion. 

Man\- say the fight ~vill he 
twtwccn former Abim presi- 
dent Pvluhammad NW Manuty 
and ,Johor Keadilan liaison 
chief Ahdul Rahman Othman, 
hut neithclr has thv political 
experience to take up the lJosi- 
tion. 

The others are Mohamad 
Warn Mohtl Noor. Saifuddin 
Nasution and Azmin Ali. 

At a news conference two 
days ago, president Datin Seri 
I)r Wan Azizah Wan Ismail 
denied claims of an impcw- 
ing split, saying that it was a 
ploy to undermint thtl party 

A poll by intlln2’,sirrkiiii.~orrl 
has 22 respondents saying that 
Keadilan is Abim-influenced. 
351 who say the party is a po- 
litical vehicle for Datuk M-i 
Anwar Ibrahim and 123 who 
think it is a multiracial party 

On the resolutions to tw 
tabled. sccl-eta~~-gellel.~~l 
Mohd Annuar Tahir said the 
issues will depend on the con- 
tent of the pwsidential ad- 
dress. sch4uled for Saturday. 

He said the resolutions 
committee is still rcwiving 
input from the di\ isions and it 
will be finalised wrly next 
wt~ck. 

The assembly will tJc open 
to the media only during ttio 
opening address by the prcsi- 
dent and the hc,:itls of ttiv 
wanita and \uuth u iilg9 on 
Friday. 

A party official bait1 sinw it 
is still a young party. tlicrc 
will bo a lot of isaws and 
tlvbates from thv clol~~gatcs 
that should not lJ(> lnihliciwd. 
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