
More AIDS info*
for Johor folk
Test is usually done if one is in the high-risk group

mation  to neonle  there.”
By Sharon Tan

K U A L A  I,UMPUH,  Sun:
The i\/l~il~l~Si;l~l AII)S
Council (MAC) will look
into ways to provide more
information on AIDS in
,Johor in vic,w  of the
impending pre-marital
HIV tes t s  fo r  Mus l ims
intcndin:i:  to marrv.

“C)ne  of the Gings we
will do is to provide some
form of additional infor-

“‘l’h(y  &&ld  really get
informed  before going foi
any test.” MAC president
Ilatin  I’aduka  M a r i n a
Mahath i r  sa id  yes te rday .

She  also yuestioned  the
need to test a person who
has not taken any sexual
partner  or has no back-
ground of drug  abuse.

“The t e s t  i s  usuallv
done if you arc’  in the high-
risk ~roun.  Testing  should
not ~ bc ‘taken  Tightly,,:,”
Marina said.

MAC has voiced  con-
cern over the effectiveness
of the test during the ‘win-
dow period’ which refers
to the early months of an
infection, when the dis-
ease  cannot  be  detec ted  by
a standard HIV test.

Marina said the coun-
selling module set up by
the ,Johor religious author-
i t i e s  s h o u l d  b e g i n  b y
assessing the individual
on whether a test is
required.

“We arc rather alarmed

that the test will only be a
rapid test, without the cow
firmatory test.”

“Th i s  t e s t  does  no t  nec -
essarily confirm whether a
person is HIV positive.
People can suffer a lot of
agony for no reason,” she
s a i d .

Beginning Nov 13. the
J o h o r  lielicrious  Affa i rs
Departmen<  is making it
compulsory for all Mus-
lims jn the state intending
to get married to undergo
a pre-marital HIV test.
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