
PM: US targets 
Muslims with 
visa restrictions 
‘Hopefully rneasures are temporary’ 

t io11;1l I~;~~tl~lr;~nce f<itte 2001 horsc- claim that the US anti-terror cam 
l-itting uIlnp(+~tion, Dr Mahathir paign was not in fact a campaign 
oxprc~s~c~tl hope the visa rcxtrictions against Islam, hc said. 
wert’ (1111~ a temporary mcasurc. “This regulation represents dis- 

‘I’hc~ (6 State Department said crimination in all its aspects,” Bcr- 
nama quoted him as saying at the 
Changi airport in Singapore hefore 
returning to Malaysia after a oncl- 
day visit to the republic. 

:\p;1rt 1rcJln Malaysia, the other 
col~ntric~ on the list art’ Afghanis- 
tan. AIg:c~rin. fhtirnin. I)jibouti, 

I*&:! 1)1. i~;l~ltr’,~~l. Ilitlonc5ia. ltxi. 

Iraq, Jordan. Kuwait. Lebanon. I,ib- 
ya, Morocco. Oman, Pakistan, Qa- 
tar. Saudi Arabia, Somalia. Sudan, 
Syria, Tunisia. Turkey, United 
:\rab Eniiratc5 and Yemen. 

He considcrccl the US assumption 
that Muslim males between the 
ages of 16 and 45 from the Muslim 
countries could hc terrorists as 
“wild and arbitrary”. 

“The possibility of they being ter- 
rorists is a random assumption a 
wild one,” he said. 

“This will certainly not be ac- 
cepted by the countries that had 
been listed.” 

Abdullah said the regulation 
should provide for exemptions as 
many diplomats, young business- 
men and students in that age group 
would want to go to the US. 

It W;IS rcportcd that a special 
twin c~c~tril)risiiig the FUl and CIA 
will 5(‘i71t inise all visa applications 
from the listc>tl countries heforca ap- 
proval is granted by the emhwsics. 

‘I’tir, r(~giitation would also re- 
quiw Muslim men to complctc a tlcx- 
tail(ld quc5tionnaire on employ- 
tn~~nt. military st,rvicc> and weapons 
tr;lining. 

Abdullah said Malaysia realised 
that a country had the right to im- 
pose whatever visa restrictions or 
additional regulations on anyone 
applying for a visa to visit that 
country. 

McanMhil~~. I)tq)uty Prime Minis- 
tcr I);rtuk Scri Abdullah Ahmad 
Batl;~\\ i said today the IJnitcd 
Sta&’ IN)\ (8 amounted to discrimi- 
natioil. 

“It is indeed their right, but in 
this matter . ..even though it is their 
right . ..it is important that the reg- 
ulation be not too widely applied. 

“It will be good if they give ex- 
emptions to certain people even 
though they may bc in that particu- 
lar age group.” he said. 

‘T’lw rc>gulation put paid to the III SEE EDITORIAL ON PAGE 10 
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