
First digital radio
to be launched
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Twenty four news 6hknels worldwide among the offerings

By Elffi Lee

KU.L\I,A  I,UMPUK:  Asiaspace
Dotcorn  Stln  Ilhd.  a local rnulti-
media  and infrastructure compa-
nv. M-ill bc  Inunchinlr  the  first dic-
ita!  audio bi~oatlcast’  radio in t6e
loc:al  market.

It its learnt that Asiaspx:e  will
tw  signing ii Menio~~;~ntlum  o f
L~nd(~t.st~tnclili~ Lvith  US-hasctl
Worldspace  lnc to introduce this
product on Saturday at Putra-
jaya.  Wo~~ldspacc~  owns  t h r e e
sntcllitw and can provide global
digital satc>llitc>  radio and multi-
media serviws  to a potential

audience of over 5.2 billion peo-
ple worldwide.

According to invitation cards
sent out, Prime  Minister Datuk
Seri I)r Mahathir Mohamad  will
he  officiating the launch of
Asiaspace Dotcom.  Asiaspace is
cxpcctcd  to showcase its product
at the launch.

Asiaspace’s digital radio
broadcast  allows local listeners
to tune into 24 news channels
w~orldw~idc  such as Cable News
Network, Hloomberg. British
Broadcasting Corp and Asian
audio programmes.

Asiaspace i s  u s i n g  World-
space’s services for this hroad-
cast. This system allows a person

to carry a portable Worldspace
receiver which uses single fre-
quencv  network.

“T6is  means that a nerson  in
any part of Malaysia &n  receive
the news crystal clear,” an indns-
try source said.

laysian p>ogrammes to be heard
through the  receiver. This is clone

Asiaspace, it is learnt, is look-
ing at pricing the Worldspace

when the programmes are

receiver and a 1Ocm  satellite
antenna (for use when entering

uplinked to a gee-satellite (which

buildingsj  below RMSOO.

is located 35,000 miles above

The svstem also allows Ma-

ground level) o w n e d  b y

Worldspace which is located 105
degrees East ahovc  Singapore.

Through the  Worldspacc’s
satellite, Asiaspace will also hc
able to give multimedia content
providers a fast wireless means
of delivery to consumers’ persom
al computers. This means large
files and data can be downloaded
quickly and directly onto a per-
sonal computer without any dial
up connection.

rently holding talks-  with car
manifacturers  to introduce the
digital audio broadcast svstem in
automobiles. If all goes well. the
system should be in place in auto-

It is said that Asiasuace  is cur-

mobiles in Malaysia in a year.
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