
Edusating  couples about AIDS
By DALI&%&l  7 Mu& tQ&gthat  a l l  Musl im

KUALA LUMPUR:  The
Malavs ian  AIDS Counci l  wi l l
distrcbute flyers to people in
Johor, especially Muslim
couples  p lanning to  ge t  mar-
ried, to provide them with
more information o n

couples in the state should
undergo HIV/AIDS test
before marrying.

infected. She added that the
ruling would also impose
undue stress on the couple

HIV/AIDS.
The flyer conta ins  a  ca tchy

phrase Adukuh unda bukul
penguntin? Andu  perlu men-
juluni [Ljiun IIIV  (Are  you  a
future hridc and bridegroom?
You have to take the HIV test)
and the council’s hotline num-
her 1 X)0&88-  183X.

Its prc‘sidcnt  Ilatin I’aduka
Xlarm;~  Slahathlr  said since

Although the council was
against mandatory tests of
HIV/AIDS, it could not stop
the state from implementing
the ruling. Marina told a
p r e s s b&efing entitled
“Testine is Not Prevention”
which  ias at tended by repre-
senta t ive  of  the  World  Health
Organisation  D r U.H.
Susantha dc Silva, chairman
of the Malaysian Medical
Association’s AIDS Action
Committee cha i rman  Dr
Christopher  I.ce and MMA’s
Ethics  -Committee  member
I)r (‘ho~nrr  Kuo Shiana.

Xl:irina  said cvcn lf trqts
came  o u t  nclpative.  the  couple
wc~uld still nccti  to lx coun
sc-lied  hccaust  i t  did not
IWYII~  that the!,  would ncvc’l
face the risk of getting

and their families.
She  a l so  sa id  tha t  the  coun-

c i l  has  proposed a  module  on
HIV/AIDS to  be  incorporated
into  the  pre-marr iage courses ,
which was now compulsory
for Muslim couples nation-
wide.

“Prevention is a personal
respons ib i l i ty  and  on ly  i f  the
person  unders tands  the  r i sks
invo lved  tha t  he  o r  she  cou ld
prevent gettini  or spreading
the  d isease .”  she  added.

Speaking from WHO’s per-
spective, Dr  tic Silva said a
person should not have to
<~stahlisli  their IIIV  status to
:ct access to thclr rights to
iii3rrV.
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