Misuarl’s arrest will enhance

KL- I\/Ianlla ties: Anal

THE arest by Maaysan Do-
lice of Nur Misuari, a rene
gade Philippines Musim lead-
er, will enhance ties between
the two South-East Asian
neighbours, diplomats and
andysts say.

The capture of 60-year-old
Misuari, who organised a
doomed revolt in the au-
tonomous southern Philip-
pine island of Jolo. demon-
drates Kuaa Lumpur's sup-
port for Manila, they sad.

“I believe that the arrest of
Misuari by the Mdaysian ||oo
lice has dgrengthened Philip-
pine-Malaysa relations” Jose
Brillantes, Philippines’ am-
bassador to Kuala Lumpur
sad.

He sad the quick response
by Malaysia to the Philip-
pines request to detain Mis-
uari “is an indication of its
unqudified support and co-
operation with the Philip-
pines  government”.

“Prime Minister Datuk Sai
Dr Mahathir Mohamad and
Presdent Gloria Arroyo have
a gdrong and cordid reation
ship. Arroyo telephoned to
thank Dr Mahathir after Mis-
uai was detained” he sad.

Brillantes sad Madaysds
assistance to apprehend Mis-
uari showed that thesouthern
Philippines issue “is not re-
ligious or ethnic in nature not
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it is a discrimination of a mi-
nority  group”.

“Misuari’s arrest reflects
Madaysads sincere coopera
tion with the Philippines to
fight terrorism,” he added.

With the waming of ties,
Mahathir is expected to vist
Manila next year, a senior
diplomat sad.

A top Malaysian officid sad
ties with Manila had consid-
erably improved after Arroyo
replaced deposed leader
Joseph Edrada who irked Dr
Mahathir by meeting Wan Az-
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izgh Wan [smail, the wife of
jailed ex-deputy prime min-
Ister Anwar lbrahim, in Kuda
Lumpur in November 1998.

The officia, who requested
anonymity, said Malaysia
gsrongly favoured an early de-
portation of Misuari rather
than charge him in court for
illegd entry.

Abdul Razak Baginda, ex-
ecutive director of the
Maaysan Strategic Research
Centre, added that Mdaysa's
decision to arrest Misuari
“will solidify ther rdations’.
But ties between the two
countries are weighed down
by an influx of Filipino il-
legds and cross border crimes
committed by Filipinos, he
sad.

“Their relationship is not a
special relationship com-
oared with Malavsia-Singa-
pore ties. | do not regard it-as
outstanding,” Abdul Razak
sid.

Adan diplomats warn that
Muslim-majority Malaysia
could earn the anger of loca
Muslims and the 57-member
Organisation of Idamic Con-
ference (OIC) if it acts agangt
Misuari or deports him.

“Mdaysia knows that if it
tekes action agangt Misuari,
it could alienate a cross sec-
tion of domestic Muslims,”
one diplomat sad.

ysts

Ancthe sad Mdaysa may
be under pressure by the OIC
to grant Misuari access to a
third country which Maaysa
has ruled out.

“The open support shown
by Madaysa for the (Chris-
tian-dominated) Philippines
may €licit flak from the OIC,”
he sad.

The OIC brokered a peace
agreeement between the
Philippines and the Moro Na
tional Liberation Front
(MNLF) in 1996.

Misuari fled the Philippines
on November 24 dter dleged-
ly megerminding a szies of
atacks on security indtala-
tions in Jolo in which at least
113 people died.

He reportedly staged the re-
volt aft%‘r)o Arro{/o gg\cked a ri-
vd faction within his MNLF
in polls for the post of gov-
enor of the Autonomous Re-
gion for Muslim Mindanao
(ARMM).

Mahathir has sad Misuari
will not be granted asylum by
Mdaysa, which gave him and
his guerrillas sanctuary in
the early 1970s.

Mahathir had criticised
Misuari's MNLF faction for
faling to develop the ARMM,
of which he had been gov-
ernor since signing a peace
t,&el%y with Manila in 1996. —
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