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KUALA LUMPUR: The HIV/AIDS
Stugtion in Mdaysa is not under
control, despite continuous efforts to
curb the spread of the disease,
according to the Maaysian AIDS
Council ~ (MAC).

“There were three reported cases
of HIV in 1986. As of July this year,
the totd number of reported HIV
cases sands a 41,503." Council pres-
ident Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir
sad yesterday.

ing a a public forum enti-
tled “The HIV/AIDS Situation in
Maaysia : Are We Doing Enough?’
a the Nationd Science Centre here,
she said that while reports of HIV
caxs have been increasng seadily
every year, the actud numbers were
not known.

“Many people have no idea that
they are HIV-postive. In addition,
our data collection system is

flawed and biased towards drug
users because of the mandatory
tegting”

“The actud number of HIV/AIDS
cases in the country could be any-
where from two to five times the
reported cases” she sad.

More darmingly, daa collected
from the Government-initiated
Prevention of Mother to Child
Transmisson progranme has shown
that the number of reported HIV-

postive women have incressed by
9% over the last ten years.

Hedth Miniser Datuk Chua Jui
Meng said his minisiry was explor-
ing the posshility of compulsory
licensing and pardld importing of
anti-retroviral drugs under the
Patents Act 2000, while negotiating
for further price reductions.

“We are dso exploring the use of tra-
ditiond and complementary medi-
cine in HIV/AIDS”
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