flssue on

condom

sales restriction
a soclal one’

SUN, - 8 DEC 2
PETAEING'ﬂYA, Fri:"The %’s‘apprqva], and women’s

issue on whether to restrict
the sdle of condoms is more
of a socid one rather than a
religious one  National
Fatwa Council chairman
Datuk Dr Ismail lbrahim
said today.

That was dl he was pre-
pared to say when asked to
comment on the suggestion
that condom sales be
restricted.

Ismail. who is also the
head of’ the Institute of
Islamic  Understanding,
declined to cqmmentofon the
proposed redtriction con-
dom sdes in Sdangor.

The Selangor govern-
met had agreed  on
Tuesday with the State
Y outh Council’s proposal
that there should be
restricted selling of con-
doms, and that they should
be sold only at specific loca
tions, such as clinics, hospi-
tas and pharmacies.

State Youth Council pres-
ident Datuk Abdul Rahmen
Palil had said the current
practice of sdling condoms
openly had yet to show posi-
tive results in combating
the HIV/AIDS problem in
the country.

The Selangor Fatwa
Committee supported the
proposal.

The -Malaysian AIDS
Council (MAC) voiced its

groups in the country are
outraged by the proposal.
MAC president Datin
Paduka Marina Mahathir
sad clams that sdling con-
doms openly contributed to
nromiscuity and more HIV
infections must be support-

(=0 evidence.
She also said women
must be empowered to

no to unsafesex with tt%yr
HIV-nositive husbands as
all women must have
the right to protect them-
sves.

On this issue, Ismail sad
a Mudim wife has the right
to deny sex to her husband
if it is detrimental to her
hedth.

He sad tha “if a hus
band has an illness that can
be trangmitted to the wife

through sexud  intercourse,
she can deny him his conju-
rights’.

“If she finds out he has
HIV or AIDS, she can
appeal to the syariah
courts, and can seek a
divorce”

‘He dso sad that in cer-
tain circumstances, it is
dlowable for a Mudim cou-
ple to practise family plan-

ning.

Igut he added that he did
not know the exact rules on
the specific use of condoms
in the matter
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