
Misuari. to
remain till
mid-January
Ministrv  confirms report on tentative date
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PETALING JAYA,  Sat:
Malaysia has decided on a
tentative date  in mid-Jan-

sible ._.  the sooner, the bet-
ter, because we do not want
to be in limbo.

here should there he a di-
rective to deport Misuari.

Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
had earlier said Malaysia is
holding Misuari for only a
month as the government
has no reason to detain him.

uary to send Nur Misuari
back to the Philippines.

Foreign Ministry secre-
tary-general Ahmad Fuzi
Ahdul Razak today con-
firmed reports quoting For-
eign Minister Datuk Seri
Syed Hamid  Syed Albar as
saying that Misuari may
remain in Malaysia until
the middle of next month.

“As what was said by the
minister, in mid-January or
some time next month, that
is the tent; tive date as for
now.” Ahm. d P‘uzi  told AFP

Syed Hamid  said late yes-
terday that Manila was cur-
rently unable to take cus-
tody of Misuari for security
reasons. hut stressed that
Malaysia was cager to do-
port the rchc>l  leader and
was only holding him on
behalf of  the  Philippines.

“WC  still hold on to the
understanding that he must
he deported as soon as pos-

“The timing for his de-
portation is just an admin-
istrative matter.” the for-
eign minister said after re-
turning from a meeting in
Manila to discuss Misuari’s
fate.

Meanwhile in KUALA
LUMPUR, Inspector-Gene-
ral of Police Tan Sri Norian
Mai  said police have com-
pleted their investigation
on Misuari and a report on
the probe has been handed
over to the government.

The police are ready to
send him hack to the Phi-
lippines if there is an order
by the government to do so,
Norian  said, when attend-
ing the Hari Raya open
house of Kuala  Lumpur
police chief Datuk Syed
Ahdul Rahman Syed Abdul
Kadir here today

He said police are in con-
stant communication with
the Philippine embassy

Misuari was arrested on
Nov 24 for entering the
country illegally through
JamDiras  Island off San-
daka-n  in Sabah, after flee-
ing the Philippines.

He is wanted by the Phi-
lippine government for de-
claring war against it.

Meanwhile, an associate
of Misuari today called for
an emergency meeting of
Islamic countries to decide
the former governor’s fate.

Philippine President
Gloria Arroyo yesterday re-
jected an appeal from the
Organisati%  of  I s lamic
Conference for Misuari to
be given sanctuary in a
third country and instead
vowed to put him on trial
for rebellion.
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