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house or a row Lf shops, he said it 
was common to buitd new town- 
ships and redevelop old towns like 
Petaling Jaya, Subang Jaya, Shah 
Alam, Puchong, Serdang, Bandar 
Baru Nilai, Bandar Muazam Shah 
and others. 
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through public .development pro- 
jects.” 

true if it overspent and needed to 
borrow money to build something 
useless. 

“Their development has not 
caused any party to lose out - not 
the Government and the private 
sector. All reap profits and benefits. 

“As business activities are more 
concentrated in urban areas, many 
people are able to get jobs and busi- 
ness opportunities. 

“This results in higher income 
for local authorities and for the 
State and Federal Governments, 
which are channelled back to the 
people in towns and elsewhere 

,ders of a developed nation’ 

The rapid development in towns 
had in fact contributed immensely 
to economic growth. 

Replying to critics of the develop- 
ment of Putrajaya, Dr Mahathir 
said it was not built for present 
Government leaders. 

“We do not want to see that ev- 
ery time a new person assumes the 
leadership, a new house or, even 
worse, a new capital is built. 

“Putrajaya is for all leaders in fu- 
ture, leaders of a country which 
has attained a high level of devel- 
opment and one that will become a 
developed nation, God willing.” 

On the contention that the Gov- 
ernment was indulging in wastage 
by building Putrajaya, the Prime 
Minister said this could only be 

“Actually, the development of 
Putrajaya, KLIA and other big pro- 
jects have not affected the coun- 
try’s financial standing. 

“That’s why only Malaysia was 
able to revive its economy without 
having to borrow from the IMF, af- 
ter being attacked by rogue curren- 
cy traders. 

“We used our own funds to re- 
store the economy, have not ne- 
glected in paying our debts while 
continuing with development pro- 
grammes,” he said, adding that the 
Government had been able to in- 
crease salary, pay bonus, overcome 
poverty and continue providing 
various infrastructure projects. 

Dr Mahathir said if there was 

wastage, the country’s financial sit- 
uation would be problematic and 
critical. 

If the Government had suc- 
cumbed to its critics, today there 
would be no Penang Bridge, North- 
South Expressway, national car, 
KLIA, Putrajaya and other projects. 

“Remember, when foreigners 
criticise us, they are frustrated be- 
cause they did not get these pro- 
jects. Malaysians who echo such 
criticism are only allowing them- 
selves to be their tools. 

“The time has come for us to give 
priority to national interest and re- 
jecting foreign instigation.” 

Dr Mahathir said Putrajaya 
might “look big today”, but in the 
future it would be seen as small. 

He said like most other countries, 
Malaysia needed some symbols, a 

capital that could be identified with 
the country. 

“Of course KL is identified with 
the country but it was a pre-Inde- 
pendence capital... it will (now) be 
the commercial centre while this 
(Putrajaya) will be the administra- 
tive centre. I hope they will never 
change the capital again.” 

The Prime Minister said the GOV- 
ernment did not borrow money to 
build Putrajaya which only took a 
small amount out of the national 
Budget. 

“We are very careful about our fi- 
nances. People may think we waste 
money but it is not so, we control 
the amount of money spent. That is 
why our reserves have increased. 

“At the same time, we still have 
money to continue with this pro- 
ject.” 

Like all housing projects, he add- 
ed, Putrajaya, with thousands of 
hectares of its area alloted for hous- 
ing, would generate “a lot of mon- 
ey”, adding that there would be a 
scramble if it was awarded to the 
private sector. 

Meanwhile, in a separate Press 
conference earlier, Deputy Prime 
Minister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ah- 
mad Badawi said Putrajaya could 
not be considered a wasteful pro- 
ject. “It will act as a catalyst to 
spur further development.” 

On calls for elections of council- 
lors for local authorities to be re- 
introduced, including in the Feder- 
al Territories, Abdullah said there 
was no plan to do so. 

He said the administration of PU- 
trajaya would be similar to Kuala 
Lumpur and Labuan. 
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