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DURING the last decade, Malaysia 
made good progress towards 
achieving wide-ranging economic 
objectives and social transforma- 
tion, accompanied with rising pros- 
perity and a high quality of life, 

Despite experiencing the worst- 
ever recession during the Asian fi- 
nancial crisis, strong fundamentals 
enabled the economy to recover 
and grow at an annual average rate 
of seven per cent per annum during 
the 1990s thereby achieving the 
target of the Second Outline Per- 
pective Plan (OPP2). 

At the same time, the incidence 
of poverty fell by half and efforts at 
restructuring the Malaysian society 
yielded positive results in fostering 
national unity. 

The Third Outline Perspective 
Plan (OPP3) marks the second 
phase of the nation’s journey to 
realise Vision 2020 that we em- 
barked upon in 1991. 

In formulating the policies, we 
have drawn from our rich experi- 
ence in economic development and 
nation-building. 

Since the launching of the New 
Economic Policy in 1971, the nation 
underwent rapid economic growth 
and attained significant improve- 
ments in its socio-economy, espe- 
cially in poverty alleviation and the 
restructuring of society. 

The National Development Policy 
(NDP) took these achievements fur- 
ther in the 1990s by focusing on bal- 
anced and equitable development. 

The success of these policies is 
evident in the prosperity and har- 
monious ethnic relations that the 
nation had been enjoying for the 
last 30 years. 

We are entering another impor- 
tant and challenging phase in the 
development of the country, and 
our policies have accordingly been 

Today, the forces of globalisation, 
liberalisation and information and 
communications technology (ICT) 
have fundementally changed the 
rules and nature of global trade, re- 
source flows and competition. 

Clearly, countries that are able to 
rise to the challenge will grow in 
success and prosperity, while those 
failing to do so will be marginalised 
and languish in the backwaters of 
development. 

Our track record, coupled with 
the resolve and ingenuity of the 
Malaysian people, gives us confi- 
dence that we can successfully face 
the challenge provided we equip 
ourselves adequately, shore up our 
national resilience, and enhance 
our competitiveness in the global 
marketplace. 

The OPP3 focuses on some key 
strategic thrusts to achieve sustain- 
able growth. To a great extent, our 
competitive position will be deter- 
mined by the speed with which we 
increase the knowledge content of 
our activities as well as strengthen 
our capability to develop indige- 
nous technology and create new 
products. 

We will need to adopt modern 
production systems and technol- 
ogies to raise our productivity and 
value added. Although foreign di- 
rect investment (FDI) continues to 
be important, greater emphasis will 
be placed on domestic investment 
to enhance the retention of a great- 
er portion of the wealth created 
within the country. 

High on our priority list is forg- 
ing a united nation consisting of a 
progressive and dynamic Bangsa 
Malaysia that lives in harmony 
and imbued with strong moral and 

r 

ethical views. 
Diligence, discipline, credibility, sian society to show political matu- 

pride in one’s work and achieve- rity by avoiding extremism or paro- 
ments, as well as the relentless pur- chialism. We must never cease to 
suit towards continuous self-im- remember that the vital ingredient 
provement and output are for sustainable growth is a harmo- 
important values and attitudes for nious society. 
all Malaysians to develop. With unity and the total commit- 

to address these concerns. It is also important for the Malay- ment of all Malaysians, I am confi- 



achieving national objectives 

dent that we will be able to achieve 
our long-term vision of becoming a 
developed nation, where everyone 
can enjoy high income and good 
quality of life. 

A key thrust is promoting an eq- 
uitable society by raising the in- 
come and quality of life of those in 

the low-income groups and reduc- 
ing economic disparity among eth- 
nic groups as well as between loca- 
tions. 

Despite pursuing the strategies 
for the restructuring of society dur- 
ing the past 30 years, we have still 
some way to go in achieving effec- 
tive Bumiputera participation and 
creating self-reliant and sustain 
able Bumiputera entrepreneurs. 

The Government can only go so 
far in setting the necessary condi- 
tions and the enabling environ- 
ment for the restructuring of soci- 
ety to take place. In the final 
analysis, it is the Bumiputera com- 
munity that will have to intensify 
efforts for the realisation and ac- 
complishment of these targets. 

In the face of challenges ahead, 
the Bumiputera must be prepared 
to change their mindsets and even 
the value system. They must en- 
hance their skills and entrepre- 
neurial capabilities to participate 
in the knowledge-based economy 
and take advantage of the opportu- 
nities created within and outside 
the country. 

The development of quality hu- 
man resources will be pursued with 
vigour to provide a productive 
workforce and build a learning and 
knowledge-rich society. Effort will 
be directed towards creating excel- 
lence in the education and training 
system, upgrading and expanding 
teacher training, and in particular 
strengthening the teaching of sci- 
ence, mathematics and English. 

Lifelong learning will be promot- 
ed through distance learning, the 
establishment of community col- 
leges and open universities. The 
performance gap between the rural 
and urban areas as well as among 
the disadvantaged groups will be 
reduced through increased accessi- 
bility to quality education. 

During the OPP3 period, growth 
objectives will continue to be bal- 
anced with environmental consid- 
eration. Care is taken to ensure 
that the country’s development is 

environmentally sustainable to 
safeguard growth and prosperity 
for the present and future genera- 
tions. 

The policies and strategies of the 
OPP3 will bring the nation closer to 
the fulfilment of the Vision 2020 as- 
pirations only if there is the total 
commitment of all Malaysians to 
translate these policies and strate- 
gies into effective actions. 

On the part of the Administra- 
tion, we will be steadfast in ensur- 
ing that the goals set for the nation 
are carried out with a sense of ur- 
gency, sensitivity and imagination, 
while at the same time avoiding the 
inconsistencies in the interpreta- 
tion of policies and programme im- 
plementation. 

The Government will maintain a 
conducive environment for enter- 
prise, innovation and creativity to 
flourish. The private sector, on its 
part, should be resourceful, cre- 
ative and should use knowledge 
and ICT to generate business dyna- 
mism. 

The preparation of the OPP3 has 
benefited from the deliberations of 
the Second National Economic 
Consultative Council (MAPEN II). 

I would like to record the Govern- 
ment’s deepest appreciation to the 
members of the MAPEN II for their 
contributions. Although it is not 
possible for the Government to ac- 
cept in toto the recommendations of 
MAPEN II, the numerous ideas pro- 
posed and thoughts expressed by 
the members have been taken into 
account in the formulation of 
OPP3. 

I also wish to thank the govern- 
ment agencies and organisations, 
as well as the private sector and 
non-governmental organisations 
for contributing to the preparation 
of this document. 

The proposals made by various 
strata of society, including political 
parties, private organisations and 
members of the public, greatly fa- 
cilitated the preparation of this 
Plan. 
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