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bringing ecological benefits, they also attract tkists a 
r 

Besides 

E 

W 
will let you in on a 

little secret. The bou- 
quet presented to Datuk 
Seri Dr Siti Hasmah 

Mohd Ali at Friday’s launching of 
fhe man-made Putrajaya Wetlands 
was homegrown. 

Dr Siti Hasmah had accompanied 
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ma- 
hathir Mohamad, who officially 
launched Putrajaya Wetlands - 
Malaysia’s first constructed wet- 
lands and the largest of its kind in 
the region. 

,Prior to the event, Putrajaya . . 
~weremtdlrng 
over presenting a unique and extra 
meaningful gift to the Prime Min- 
.ister’s wife. 

They wanted to give her some- 
thing unusual and, preferably, from 
the wetland surroundings. 

Then someone hit upon the idea 
of using dried flowers and leaves 
from the wetlands for a bouquet. 

That striking detail was revealed 
by P$rajaya Corporation president 
TauMti Azizan ZalnuI Abidin 
b@&.f, who finds that he is con- 
_ti~ :being surprised, by . the 
r&yth” of the Putrsyaya 

.‘i %Ie. pleasantly discovered that 
& w&lar@s can also be a source of 
muterlals for decorative purposes,” 
%#ririizan. 
_%$a$+. iri add&n to a whole host 

s+3i@ful&ons. 
, . 

-_ The wetland environment in 
Malaysia’s newest township com- 
prises Taman Wetlands (136 ha) and 
the wetland areas (197ha). It is 
characterised by both terrestrial and 
aquatic systems. 

The Putrajaya Wetlands were 
created for a special reason - to 
improve the not-so-clean upstream 
inflow into the seven-kilometre 
man-made Putrajaya Lake (SoOha), 
described as the centrepiece of 
Malaysia’s new administrative 
capital. 

Studies of the Putrajaya catch- 
merit - covering parts of the Ma- 
laysian Agricultural Research De- 
velopment Institute, Universiti 
Putra Malaysia, Palm Garden Golf 
and Resort and land belonging to 
Ladang West Country - revealed 
elements which can have an ad- 
verse impact on the Putrajaya Lake 

. 

water quality. 
Instead of the usual wastewater 

treatment system, the builders of 
Putrajaya wanted to use wetlands 
specifically built for the purpose to 
remove pollutants and to cleanse 
most of the catchment runoff be- 
fore it enters Putrajaya Lake. 

W 
ETLANDS have been des- 
cribed as “the kidneys of the 
planet” because of their role 

in cleansing the waters that pass 
through them of sediments, chemi- 
cals and other pollutants. 

In many countries, natural or 
artificial wetlands are being used 
to treat sewage water, as, for ex- 
ample, the Salt Lakes Swamp in 
Calcutta. 

A constructed wetland is really a 
water treatment facility. 

Duplicating the processes oc- 



curring in natural wetlands, con- 
structed wetlands are complex, in- 
tegrated systems in whioh water, 
plants, animals, micro-organisms 
and sun, soil and air interact to 
improve water quality. 

If properly built, maintained and 
operated, artificial wetlands can 
effectively remove many pollut- 
ants. 

Taman Wetlands is really the 
gateway to the Putrajaya Wetlands. 

At Taman’ Wetlands, you will 
find the Visitor Information Centre, 
the Look-Out Tower, the Nature 
Interpretation Centre, the Wetland 
Cafe, a souvenir shop, the Flamin- 
go Pond, an administrative office, a 
laboratory and a nursery-cum- 
maintenance yard. 

And the president of Putrajaya 
Corporation is not the only one 
who is delighting in the wonders of 

Putrajaya Wetlands. 
Since the opening of the wetlands 

to the public over a year ago, more 
than 100,000 people have visited the 
area. 

They include groups from 
schools and institutes of higher 
learning, tourists, both local and 
foreign. 

But the majority of visitors 
comprise people from all walks of 
life and from all over the country 
“which is what we are aiming at”, 
says Azizan. 

“People are simply amazed with 
what the wetlands have got to of- 
fer,” he adds. 

Here is a place where visitors 

ing, learn and experienc 
teresting aspects of nature 
the refreshing and 

oramic view of Putrajaya and its 
environs from the Look-Out Tower 
at Taman Wetlands. 

As the rising number of visits 
indicates, the benefits of the Pu- 
trajaya Wetlands go beyond getting 
rid of nutrients such as phospho- 
rus, nitrates and suspended solids. 

Says Azizan: “Among other 
things, the wetlands can be a po- 
tential tourist attraction 

“If people are to understand and 
to love nature, they should be ex- 
posed to it and the wetlands in 
Putrajaya provide a wonderful av- 
enue for doing that.” 

The Putrajaya. Wetlands are the 
first and, for the moment, the only 
park in the township open to its 
residents and the public. 
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* fish&es constitute the main 
source of nourishment and’income 
for large numbers of people in 
many counties. 

Wetlands can also act as “na- 
ture’s civil engineers” by providing 
an effective svstem of flood control 
which prevents rain water from 
rushing too quickly and too savage- 
ly downstream, and by protecting 
coastal areas from erosion and dev- 
astation by sea storms. 

Interestingly, World Wetlands 
Day 2001 happened to be the 30th 
anniversary of the signing of the 

1 convention and marked 30 years of 
work and progress by the Conven- 
tion on Wetlands, 

This year’s theme of Wetland 
world - A world to discover! fits in 
very well with the educational ob- 
jectives assigned to Putrajaya Wet- 
lands. 

to this type of purpose-built sys- 
tem. 

At the same time, Putrsjaya Cor- 
poration is keen to. share the 
knowledge which it has gathered 
on artificial wetland construction 
and management with other coun- 
tries in the tropics or similar cli- 
matic conditions. 

“We are collecting data on water 
quality, plants, aquatic life, among 
other things., Our experience can 
contribute to the creation of wet- 
lands all over the world. Indirectly, 
we will be putting Putrajaya Wet- 
lands on the world map,” says Azi- 
zan. 

The building of Putrajaya Wet- 
lands is an achievement worthy of 
great praise. 

Aside from educating the public 
on the myriad uses of wetlands, the 
experience gained from wetland 
construction and management 
forms a good basis for scientific re. 
search on this type of ecosystem., 

“I think the making of Pu 
t, 
rajaya 

Wetlands is remarkable bet use it 
was done in record time and with a 
lot of care and commitment by the 
people involved in the project,” 
says Dr Sundari Ramakrishna, di- 
rector of Wetlands International - 
Malaysia Programme, the non-gov- 
ernmental organisation : which 

The Putrajaya Wetlands provide ,I played an advisory role in the de- 
specialists with ample opportuni- sign, implementation and mainte- 
ties to carry out research into..yet- nance of Phase One of the ‘Putra- 
to-be understood processes specific, jaya Wetlands project. 

“The wetlands are well designed 
and constructed. They are well 
landscaped and the plants were 
specifically chosen from local ar- 
eas, they are not exotic invasive 
species.” 

Certainly, proper operation and 
maintenance is crucial to the wet- 
lands’ future well-being, a concern 
Putrajaya Corporation takes seri- 
ously. 

“We have put in place a high 
standard of maintenance and man- 
agement practice for the wetlands,” 
says Azizan. 

Future plans include developing 
Phase Two of Taman Wetlands and 
people can expect a horse-riding 
zone, nursery and administrative 
and research centre at the park. 

To further promote the wetlands, 
Putrajaya Corporation will organ- 
ise a yearly Putrajaya Wetlands 
discovery hunt, camping and or- 
ganised outings, among other activ- 
ities. 

The commitment displayed by 
Putrajaya Corporation is a happy 
augury for wetlands conservation 
in the country and for the biodiver- 
sity wealth they nurture. 
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