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‘Leaders not endorsing candidates’

By Ramlan Said and
Abdul Razak Ahmad

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. — Candi-
dates vying for positions in the up-
coming Umno divisional elections
next month have been urged to
stop making claims that their can-
didacy is being endorsed by top
party leaders.

Umno president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir, making this call today,
said a candidate had even gone to
the extent of claiming that his (Dr
Mahathir’s) wife, Datuk Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohamed Ali, was favour-
ing the aspirant.

“Some say that they are suppos-
edly the president’s °“candidate’
while others say that they are en-
dorsed by the president through
‘mama’ which is my wife ... I did
not know my wife was called that,”
Dr Mahathir told a Press confer-
ence after chairing the party’s su-
preme council meeting at the party
headquarters here.

Dr Mahathir said Umno does not
want candidates to claim that they
are being sanctioned by anyone,
whether by him, party deputy pres-
ident Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi or other top leaders.

“If they become candidates, their
election depends on their own mer-
it, not because they are being sanc-
tioned or nominated by the presi-
dent or any other party.”

Later asked on the action which
would be taken against such candi-
dates, Dr Mahathir said complaints
against them would be investigated
and action taken in due course.

Dr Mahathir also advised party
members holding Government posi-
tions to refrain from contesting di-
visional elections.

But he said division committee
members who already hold 'posi-
tions in Government could regard

Age limit of 40 years for Pute

Umno head, 35 for members ]

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. — The
Umno supreme council today
decided on a 40-year-old age
limit for the head of Puteri
Umno while the movement’s
members must not be more than

* 35 years old.

: Announcing this today after
chairing the council meeting,
Umno president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad was asked
whether this meant that the of-
ten-touted supreme council
member Azalina Othman Said,
37, would be made head of the
movement’s pro-tem committee.

“We don’t know that yet, but
this would be the principle
which we would follow,” he said,

adding that the matter would be

their posts in the party as their
right.

However, Dr Mahathir said it was
not Umno’s policy that members
with Government positions must
also hold posts in the divisions.

Asked whether there were other
complaints other than members
claiming to have been endorsed by
top party leaders, Dr Mahathir said
they mainly involved allegations of
money politics.

On the question of the rotation of
the Sabah Chief Minister’s post, Dr
Mahathair said he would take into
consideration the interests of the
people of Sabah and the State’s de-
velopment in deciding the matter.

Another criterion for determin-
ing whether to continue with the
current system of rotation would
be the Sabah Barisan Nasional

decided by the party’s manage-
ment and disciplnary commit-
tee. !

The establishment of Puteri
Umno was announced by the
supreme council on Feb 10. f

On Feb 22, the council decided !
that the movement’s pro-tem °
committee would be made up of
20 representatives, seven to be !
appointed by the council while |
the rest by the party’s State li-
aison committees. :

Wanita Umno head Datuk Seri ;|
Rafidah Aziz was also asked on !
the establishment of the pro-tem
committee. She said there was
poor response by members of
Wanita Umno to join the pro-
tem comittee.

component parties’ interests.

The Prime Minister said he was
still awaiting reports in writing
from BN component party leaders
in Sabah on the matter.

“I will make a decision (on the ro-
tation system) as soon as possible,”
he said.

Dr Mahathir did not specify
whether the decision would be
made before Sabah Chief Minister
Datuk Osu Sukam’s term ends on
March 13.

“He took an oath of office (as
Chief Minister) but it is not limited
to exactly two years, it is no prob-
lem if the term is a little longer.”

Dr Mahathir said he had met all
Sabah BN component party leaders
and had asked them to submit re-
ports on the rotation system.

He also briefed the council on the



party’s agenda for the proposed Ma-
lay unity talks with Pas.

The council unanimously gave
the mandate for Dr Mahathir and
the Umno political bureau to con-
tinue efforts to hold the talks.

He also explained to the council
that the opposition was exploiting
the unity talks for political mile-
age, linking it to the Malay Action
Front's “Takkan Melayu Hilang di
Dunia” gathering last month.

Dr Mahathir said several Pas and
Parti Keadilan Nasional leaders
had portrayed the unity talks as an
anti-Chinese move.

On a Bernama report today quot-
ing Pas secretary-general Nasharu-

din Mat Isa as saying that Pas
wanted to discuss the right of as-
sembly during the proposed talks
in addition to the four issues they
earlier announced, which related
to the judiciary, economy, religion
and federalism, Dr Mahathir said:

“We are willing to discuss any-
thing, though we may not necessar-
ily agree.”

Dr Mahathir said Umno’s desire
to discuss Malay unity, in terms
of protecting Malay rights, the posi-
tion of the national language, reli-
gion and maintaining the status of
the Malay Rulers as Constitutional
monarchs,had no inter-party po-
litical implications.

“As such I'm sure Pas as a Malay
party would surely want to defend
these rights like we do. On the
right of assembly, we can discuss it
also.”

On another report today also
quoting Nasharudin saying that
Pas was willing to meet with the
Umno president informally at Par-
liament House when its next ses-
sion begins on March 19 to discuss
Malay issues, Dr Mahathir said any
place was agreeable to him.

“For us, the place is not impor-
tant ... just let us know and we will
meet. I will cancel all my pro-
grammes if they want to meet, I
will not go anywhere.”
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