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19-year-ol d Petronas schol ar expresses her gratitude

Ahmad A. Talib

SAY what you |ike, there are nany people out there who can still say
"thank you" properly. Saying "thank you" reflects upbringing and a sense
of val ues which has to be nurtured al ways.

There appears to have been a | ot of negative vibes in recent weeks which
have led to much debate, be it at teh tarik stalls or coffeehouses and
karaoke | ounges. But a letter | received a few days ago shows how a
grateful young student expressed her appreciation

Going by her initials AA, the student has by now gone to pursue her
studi es overseas. She had difficulties in getting funds or sponsors for
her studi es though her parents had done everything to nmake sure she
advanced her studi es.

Her plight caught the attention of well-w shers, who rallied behind her
when all el se | ooked futile and hopel ess. The 19-year-old girl eventually
wote a letter to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad to express
her thoughts on the matter.

I've allowed her letter to run in the manner in which she wote. |
t hought | should share with everyone her sentinments in as genuine a way as
possi bl e:

"I"mjust another Mal aysian citizen, making her way through a big crowd
of a very grateful nation, trying to nake her own personal gratitude stand
out anmong nany others. "~Wat could this girl be graceful for?" you m ght
ask.

"Firstly, I would Iike to apol ogise for this rather infornmal approach. |
am 19 years old. | have just recently conpleted ny two-year A-Level course
in Kolej Matrikulasi Yayasan Saad, that the only thing interrupting the
pl an was because there was no noney.

"I began filling up scholarship forns, Abah was busy mailing them and
maki ng appeal s, Mama was prayi ng hard, and nmy brother, once in a while,
kept telling me to have faith and that things would turn out all right.

"Mont hs passed by, and there was still no good news. “No response from
Maxi s, regret fromUEM and under consideration from Petronas,' was what
my dad wote to one of the daily papers.

"But now, I amglad to announce that | amcurrently a Petronas schol ar
and this could have never happened w t hout your hel p.

When Enci k Yunos, the manager of the Education Sponsorship Unit of
Petronas called nme to deliver the good news, | was junmping with joy, and
whil e tears of happi ness were stream ng down ny face, | uttered,

Al handulill ah'.

"Wth this, | would |like to bid ny highest gratitude for what you have
done. No words can describe how grateful | amto you and how this incident
has indirectly inspired nme to do well in ny whole four years of study in
Renssel aer Pol ytechic Institude, Troy, New York.

"I amenthused, proud and excited to | eave for New York and return with
not hing but a piece of paper, a first class bachelors degree in
El ectrical /El ectroni c Engi neering. Insya-Alah, this nay be achi evabl e.

"Four ot her Petronas scholars and nyself will be |eaving for New York,

i nsya-Allah on this com ng Aug 16.

After obtaining this scholarship and after attendi ng the two-week pre-
departure orientation in Permata in Bangi, | amso determ ned to excel in
my studies and conme back to Malaysia as a qualified, reputed Electrica
and El ectroni c engi neer.



"I just can't sinply wait to work for Petronas and serve the country
with nmy acquired know edge and experience. Petronas' vision and missionis
too promising and | find that | wouldn't mss the chance to be able to
work with Mal aysia' s biggest oil conpany which is also one of the Fortune
500 compani es.

"In others words, Datuk Seri, | will never let you down. For every
|l ecture | attend, every book |I read, every good C.GP.A | dream of
obtaining, it's certainly for ny owmn benefit and it's ny very own way of
t hanki ng you.

"Before | wind up this letter, | would like to congratul ate you on your
20t h anniversary as Prine Mnister of Malaysia. | w sh you could stil
| ead our beloved country for nany years to cone. W still need you.
thank you so much for your kind attention. Till next tine, AA"

It's our hope too that AAreturns to Malaysia with a string of As to her
credit. She has nade a pronmise to herself and to all her well-w shers. |'m

sure her parents are going to pray hard for success.

She has put added pressure on hersel f. Perhaps, the pressure serves as a
firmrem nder to AA that her quest for excell ence nmust be pursued
relentlessly, and with a single purpose of m nd.

Al'l the best!
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