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20 SMEs to participate in RosettaNet

VENTY smal | and medi um scal e conpanies will participate in the pilot phase
of the Internet-based common nessagi ng standard for gl obal supply chain
managenent RosettaNet by mid January when the RosettaNet Ml aysia office
opens on Malaysia's Silicon Island, Penang.

The office at the Penang Skills Devel opnent Centre in Bayan Lepas woul d
be manned by a managi ng director and six |ocal engineers.

"The engi neers, who are being seconded fromlocal and nultinationa
conpani es, along with those fromtechnol ogy solutions providers will |eave
for the USin February for a six nonth training stint," a conputer
i ndustry source said i n Penang.

The source said SMEs fromthe el ectrical and el ectronics (E&E) sector
woul d be "mentored" in the RosettaNet process by technol ogy giants Intel,
Mot orol a, M crosoft and ot her nmenbers of the California-based
Rosett ad obal

It is learnt that the first phase of RosettaNet will focus on conpanies
i n Penang and the Northern regi on before goi ng nati onw de.

RosettaNet Mal aysia was targetting 100 | ocal nenbers by the end of next
year.

RosettaNet, an |Internet-based common nessagi ng standard for gl oba
supply chai n managenent, is internationally managed by the California-
based Rosett ad obal

Rosettad obal 's over 400 nenbers fromthe world' s | eadi ng E&E sect or
al so include Dell and G sco

A technical core teamfor RosettaNet Mal aysia was formed in Cctober.

The team - conprising nmenbers fromthe Penang Devel opnent Corporati on,
Econom ¢ Planning Unit, Small and Medi um I ndustries Devel opment
Cor poration, Mnos, PSDC, Intel, Federation of Ml aysian Manufacturers,
Eng Teknol ogi Hol di ngs and BCM Cor poration Sdn Bhd - is to render
assi stance, including training and i nplementati on of RosettaNet to | oca
conpani es.

International Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said
on Monday that Ml aysi an E&E conpanies were eligible for a grant of upto
RMLOO, 000 each to enbark on RosettaNet.

The RosettaNet initiative was first announced by Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad when he tabl ed the 2002 Budget in Cctober
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