04 APR 2001
Scorers-Mahat hir
200 SPM TOP ACH EVERS FETED BY PM CABI NET

PUTRAJAYA, April 4 (Bernama) -- In its own special way of saying
"congratul ations!", the Cabinet led by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad feted 207 top achievers in |ast year's SPM exam nation
over lunch at the federal adnministrative centre here today.

For a nmenorable two hours, they not only mngled with national |eaders
and wal ked along the corridors of power but al so had photographs taken with
and aut ographs signed by Dr Mahathir, his deputy Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi and al nost all Cabi net nenbers.

Abdul | ah described his guests as the cream of the cream of the 2,000
hi gh achi evers in the 2000 SPM exani nati on because anong them they had
scored between nine and 13 straight A s.

"I never imagi ne of being entertained by our national |eaders, |et
al one by Dr Mahathir and Pak Lah (by which Abdullah is fondly known as)...
shall cherish this noment for the rest of ny life," said one of the high
achi evers Rai ha Hasni who scored Al for all the nine subjects she sat for

Rai ha, who hailed from Sungai Petani and now doi ng her matriculation in
Kual a Pil ah, said today's gathering has inspired her to strive harder to be
a nmedi cal specialist.

Rai ha' s not her Rohani |smail, who acconpani ed her, said the function
al so allowed parents to share the joy and pride over the children's
schol astic acconpli shrment s.

Wwng Yew Choe, who sat for the SPM when studying at Petaling Jaya's
Cat holic H gh School, described mngling with the prime mnister, his
deputy and the ministers as "an unexpected and once in a lifetinme event".

"I had a great tine... | never dreamt of this," said Wng who
appreci ated the governnent's desire to see the top achievers get to know
each other in person and for this it had even conpiled their e-mai
addresses to keep in touch after this.

Acconpanyi ng hi s daught er Kal pana Sehgal, who scored 11 Als, Paras Ram
of I poh said that by honouring the high achievers the governnment woul d
notivate future SPM candi dates to achieve sim|ar successes.

Nor f ar ahi yah Must afa of | poh, who al so scored nine Als, said she did
not expect to be entertained the Cabinet the way it did just because she
did well in the exam nation

"All this while, | thought our success is only for us to celebrate,"
said the former student of NMRSM Jasin who is pursuing tertiary studies at
Uni versiti Teknol ogi Mara in Shah Al am

Mona Zarita Abdul Manan, forner student of Kuala Lunpur's Sekol ah
Menengah Seri Puteri who scored nine Als, said if the governnent itself
recogni sed the achi evenents of the top scorers by way of hosting the
| uncheon, there was no reason for students at |large not to enul ate the high
achi evers.

"It is not easy to have lunch with the prinme mnister, the deputy prine
m ni ster and other mnisters... have our picture taken with them and hear
their inspiring words," she said.

However, she said it was rather unfortunate for her to have m ssed
today's opportunity to be photographed with Dr Mahathir as the prine
m ni ster was then surrounded by other fell ow high-achievers.
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