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2002 SUKMA PREPARATI ONS ON TRACK, SAYS CHONG

KOTA Kl NABALU, Dec 6 (Bernama) -- After experiencing sonme glitches
early this year, preparations for the 9th Ml aysia Ganmes (Sukma) in Sabah
next year are now progressing according to schedul e.

Chi ef M nister Datuk Chong Kah Kiat, who chaired the Suknma 2002 main
conmittee neeting today, said sone of the preparations were even ahead of
schedul e.

"The renovation work on the main venue, the Likas Sports Conplex, is
going on very satisfactorily...it is actually running ahead of schedul e,”
he told a news conference after the neeting, at which various comittees
tabl ed reports on the status of their work.

Work on the Likas Sports Conplex had been affected by some del ays due
to problens related to construction nmaterials as well as the scale of the
renovati on.

The renovation project has since been scaled down fromthe origina
RML13 million to RW3 million, and it is expected to be conpleted by June
next year. The Ganmes are scheduled to be held from Sept 5-14.

The Ganes, which will involve 27 sports including new events fencing
and judo, is the first to be staged by Sabah. A total of 339 gold, 339
silver and 404 bronze nedals will be up for grabs.

Asked whether there is adequate budget, Chong said: "The budgets are
not finalised yet. Every commttee will submt its respective budget
requi renent before the end of February.™

The draw for teamevents will be held on July 15 while on Aug 1 the
state will receive the Sukma torch from Penang, the hosts for the 8th
Sukrma. It will be handed over by Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon

Sabah Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Sakaran Dandai will open the Ganmes on
Sept 7 at the Likas Stadiumwhile Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad will close it on Sept 14.

The Ganes Village at Universiti Ml aysia Sabah, near here, would be
opened on Sept 5, Chong said.
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