06/ 09/ 2001
383 i ndividual s pl edge support for canpaign

P. Sharmi ni

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - A total of 383 individuals have pledged their support
towards the 10 inperative actions in the "Say Yes for Children" canpaign
that will nake children happier and healthier.

The canpai gn, which started globally in March, requires the public to
show their support either through the Internet or mail ed pl edges.

According to figures taken fromthe Unicef website, 11,993, 091
i ndi viduals of all ages worl dw de have said "yes" for the children.

The pl edge requires participants to sign up and acknow edge the 10
i nperative actions thought to be necessary in order to inprove the lives
of children.

They are: Leave no child out, put children first, care for every child,
fight HHV/ AIDS, stop harm ng and exploiting children, listen to children,
educate every child, protect children fromwar, protect the earth for
children, and fight poverty and invest in children

Participants al so have to submt the three nost inportant issues which
they feel are nost urgent to their respective countries.

Peopl e who submt pledges automatically join the @ obal Mvenent for
Children, a collection of people and organi sations dedicated to pronoting
the rights of the child.

O the 10 inperative actions, the issue that was deened t he nost urgent
according to Mal aysi ans, was the call to educate every child, which
received 18.5 per cent of total pledges.

Second was the call to care for every child, which polled 14.6 per cent,
and third was the call to stop harming and exploiting children, which
conprised 13.8 of the total nunber of pledges.

This conpares to the worl dw de poll which enphasised the calls to
educate every child, putting children first, care for every child and to
fight H V/ Al DS.

The pledges will be presented at the United Nations Special Session on
Children on Sept 19, and will serve as a rallying call for change in
children's issues.

Ten teenagers will be part of the Ml aysi an del egation to the Speci al
Session, which will be led by National Unity and Soci al Devel oprment
M ni ster Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man.

The national |evel canpaign was |aunched in Ml aysia by Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad | ast Saturday. Anong the activities planned
are a children's forum a wal kathon for children and tal kshows.
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