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3rd quarter growh may be slightly better, says PM

Dzul karnain Tai b

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said he expects a slight

i nprovement in econonmic figures for the third quarter of the year conpared
to the previous quarter.

"At the beginning, they say the downturn in the USis shortlived and it
will turn around in the second half but we don't see this happening just
yet.

"Mal aysia is nuch better insulated than other countries,” he told
reporters in Kuala Lunpur after opening a dialogue at the Institut
Kef ahaman | sl am Mal aysi a yest er day.

Mal aysi a' s gross domestic product (GDP) showed a 3.2 per cent year-on-
year growth for the first quarter, down from11.7 per cent in the sane
quarter last year. The country is due to release its GDP figures for the
second quarter later this nonth.

On reports that Washington may i npose conditions to a nmeeting between Dr
Mahat hir and President George W Bush on the sidelines of the Asia-Pacific
Econom ¢ Conference in Cctober, the Prime Mnister said he is not aware of
it.

"I amnot aware of this but we certainly nmade a request. Its nornal in
such a neeting that |eaders neet and it is not a question of requesting or
not. If we have the time, we neet. If we don't have the tinme, we don't
nmeet," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the proposed neeting will depend on whet her there
exi sts an opportunity to do so.
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