21/ 04/ 2001

480, 000 Bunis fromKel antan invest RW billion in unit trusts

KOTA BARU, Fri. - Kelantan recorded nmore than RVMR billion in investnents
inunit trust funds introduced by Perrnmaodal an Nasi onal Berhad, making it
t he second hi ghest after Sabah.

Investnments in the unit trust funds grew by 12.2 per cent |ast year,
second only to Sabah which saw an increase by 14 per cent.

PNB chairman Tan Sri Ahmad Sarji Abdul Ham d said 480, 000 Bumi puteras
fromKel antan invested in the corporation's unit trust funds, which showed
a high |l evel of awareness on such investnents.

"But | believe nore can participate as 910,000 Bumi puteras in Kel antan
are eligible," he said at the | aunching of Amanah Saham Di di k by Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad today.

Ahmad Sarji said PNB would continue to be careful in managing its unit
trust funds and i n maki ng i nvestnent decisions to ensure conpetitive
returns in the long term

"Qur performance can be gauged fromthe equity holdings in big conmpanies
which are involved in the major sectors of the econony and able to
contribute to the nation's econom ¢ grow h.

"W can see this achievenent in our holdings in conpanies fornmerly owned
by foreigners such as Kunpulan Guthrie Bhd, Gol den Hope Pl antati ons Bhd,

Si me Darby Bhd and Mal aysia M ni ng Corporation Bhd.

"Qur involvenent in these conpani es al so provided enpl oynent
opportunities and created nore skilled workers anbng Bumi puteras,” he
added.

Based on the Seventh Malaysia Plan nid-termreview, he said 36 per cent
of the professionals were Buni puteras.

From PNB's strategic investnents in 22 conpani es, the professiona
manpower anong Bumi puteras increased two fold by 53 per cent.

Ahmad Sarji said conpani es where PNB had i nvestments created 563
entrepreneurs involved with the franchise and vendor systemw th the
busi ness value worth nore than RM453.4 mllion.

PNB control | ed 400, 000 hectares of plantation |land and created nore than
100, 000 j ob opportunities.

"From 1981 to 2000, PNB had distributed RM31 billion in the form of
di vi dends and bonuses to nearly two nmillion unit holders," he said.

He said 738,884 people who had benefitted were farnmers and fi shernen,
625,027 were settlers and 378,993 were arnmed forces and police personnel.
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