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8MP TO EMPHASI ZE ON STRONG HUMAN RESOURCE BASE TO SUPPORT K- ECONOWY

KUALA LUMPUR, April 23 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said the Eighth Ml aysia Plan (8WP) will enphasize on the
creation of a strong human resource base to support the devel opment of a
know edge- based econony and enhanced productivity and conpetitiveness.

He said during the 8MP, Malaysia will be faced with even greater
chal | enges from gl obalisation and liberalisation as well as the rapid
devel opnent in the information and comuni cati ons technol ogy.

"W wi |l have to enhance the conpetitiveness of the econony, strengthen
our econom c resilience and inprove our total factor productivity," he said
in his Foreword for the 8MP rel eased by the Econom c Pl anning Unit of the
Prime Mnister's Departnent.

The prime mnister said that to achieve the goals, the country wll
have to shift the growth strategy from being i nput-driven towards one that
i s know edge-driven.

Enphasi s woul d be given to inproving managenent and organi sati ona
techni ques, upgradi ng R&D and sci ence and technol ogy, as well as
strengt heni ng i nnovative capacity.

Thi s woul d enhance potential output growh and accel erate structura
transformation within the agriculture, manufacturing and services sectors,
Dr Mahat hir said.

"W will also have to enhance the val ue added of all productive
activities through know edge utilisation and al so create new
know edge-i ntensive industries,” he added.

Dr Mahathir said efforts would be undertaken to develop an efficient
and responsive education and training systemto neet the demand for a
| abour force that is know edgeabl e, highly skilled and equi pped with
positive val ues.

The prime mnister also urged Mal aysia not to becone conplacent with
the significant progress that has been nmade in the past five years.

Instead, the country needs to respond to the changing patterns of trade
and investnment arising froman increasingly conpetitive gl obal econony, he
sai d.

Mal aysians will have to cultivate the right m nd-set and val ue system
to develop a culture of high productivity and excel |l ence and ensure that
success i s sustainable, he said.

"W will have to work hard at neeting the chall enges of establishing a
mature, liberal and tolerant society in which all Ml aysians are free to
profess their custons, cultures and religious beliefs.

"Only then, we will be truly on our way towards forging a united
Mal aysi an nation with a sense of common shared destiny, a nation at peace
with itself, ethnically integrated, living in harnony and full and fair
partnershi p made up of one Bangsa Mal aysia, |oyal and dedicated to the
nation," he said.

Dr Mahathir said as Ml aysia devel oped, the integrity of famly
structures, conmunities and efforts at social integration would be tested.

"W will have to ensure that society remains resilient, able to
wi t hstand any negative influence that may affect social harnony and
t ol erance.

"W will have to continously foster the spirit of neighbourliness and
har moni ous |iving anong the various comunities as we go about building a
resilient nation through fostering unity, inculcating the spirit of



patriotism cultivating a nore tolerant and caring society and raising the
quality of life of the people,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the government would ensure that all segnents of
society, particularly, the rural society, enjoy and benefit fromthe
opportunities avail abl e including education, enploynent and access to
soci al servi ces.

He said every effort would be made to ensure better coverage and
i nprovenent of social anenities including inproved working conditions as
wel | as better health and environnmental quality.

To ensure social and political stability and the achi evenent of
nati onal unity, the strategy of devel oping an equitable society would be
conti nued, he said.

The poverty eradication progranmmes would be nore target-specific to
address pockets of poverty in rural and urban areas, he said.

The distributional strategy woul d enphasi ze reducti on of economc
di sparities anmong ethnic groups and inproving bum putera corporate equity
owner shi p.

The ultimate effort, however, would have to be nmade by bum putera
t hensel ves in devel oping the requisite values, skills and capabilities to
t ake advantage of the innumerable opportunities avail able and energe as
successful entrepreneurs, he said. -- BERNAVA
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