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8MP TO ACHI EVE SUSTAI NABLE GROWMH W TH RESI LI ENCE

KUALA LUMPUR, April 23 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said today an allocation of RML10 billion has been set
asi de under the Eighth Malaysia Plan (8MP), which will focus on achi eving
sustai nable growmh with resilience.

He said the three key thrusts of 8WP were to shift the growth strategy
frominput-driven towards know edge-driven in order to enhance potenti al
out put growt h, accelerate structural transformation within the agriculture,
manuf acturing and services sector and strengthen socio-economc stability
t hrough the equitable distribution of the nation's incone and weal th.

In tabling the 8WP at the Dewan Rakyat here, Dr Mahathir said
devel opi ng the country into a knowl edge-based econony wi |l perneate every
sector and involve the rakyat at |arge.

He said all nust and can partake in greater utilisation of know edge.

The Prime Mnister said that the know edge content on all economc
activities, be it in agriculture, manufacturing or governnent will have to
be increased so as to strengthen val ue added and generate enpl oynment.

The econonic sector will be allocated the |argest allocation anounting

to RVb0.5 billion or 45.9 percent of the total allocation

Qut of this amount, RM7.9 billion or 7.1 percent will be for the
agriculture subsector, RMLO.3 billion (9.4 percent) for the conmerce and
i ndustry subsector and RM22 billion (20 percent) for the transport and

communi cati ons subsector.
Dr Mahathir said the social sector will be allocated RVMB7.5 billion
(34.1 percent), of which nore than half will be for education and training.

The security sector will be allocated RMLO.8 billion (9.8 percent)
whil e the general administration sector will be allocated RML1.2 billion
(10. 2 percent).

The Prime Mnister said the governnent has allocated RML3.2 billion for

the rural devel opnent programe, of which the major portion will be
channel ed to | and devel opnent, human resource enhancenent and the

i npl enent ati on of various physical and social infrastructure works
i ncluding rural roads, electricity and water supply.

He said the thrust of rural devel opnment programes will focus on
transformng rural areas to be nore conducive to investnments as well as
attractive countryside living, enjoying the full range of basic and quality
infrastructure and social services.

Dr Mahathir said the thrust of infrastructure devel opnment over the next
five years will be to upgrade existing facilities and increase capacities,
particularly in the | ess devel oped areas as well as to inprove productivity
and efficiency in urban areas.

Qut of the anount allocated for infrastructure devel opnent, 78.6
percent has been set aside for the transport subsector

A sumof RMA.9 billion out of this allocation will be used to build new
roads to open corridors for growh as well as increase accessibility to
rural areas.

An additional sumof RW.1 billion will be expended to inprove and
upgrade existing roads for greater safety, driving confort and reduce
travel tine.

Dr Mahathir said that to ease traffic congestion in major urban
centres, an integrated, efficient and reliable public transport as well as
intelligent transport systens will be inplenented.



He said the capacity and efficiency of rail services will be inproved
with the electrified double-tracking project from Rawang to | poh, which
wi |l be extended to Padang Besar in the north and from Serenban to Johor
Baharu in the south.

Port and airport capacities will also be increased and their efficiency
i nproved to neet rising demand, he said.

The Prime Mnister said that RW billion will be allocated for
interstate water transfer, new and upgraded treatnent plants, reduction of
wat er | oss and waster projects.

He said efforts will be undertaken to inprove and expand sewerage
services for better quality effluent and environnental protection
i nvol ving an allocation of RML.6 billion

Dr Mahathir said that the devel opnent allocation for education and
training will be used to increase accessiblity and inprove quality,
especially to fulfil the requirement of a know edge- based econony.

He said the capacity of science and technol ogy-rel ated educati on and
training programmes will be expanded, while additional facilities provided
and exi sting ones inproved.

At the tertiary level, new universities, polytechnics as well as skil
training institutes will be built.

In the case of health services, Dr Mahathir said the enphasis will be
on expandi ng and intensifying the scope and coverage of pronotive,
preventive, curative and rehabilitative services.

Housi ng and ot her social services will continue to be given priority
with the aimof inproving the quality of life and contributing towards the
formation of a caring society, he added.

The Prime Mnister said priority will continue to be given to the
devel opnent of | ow cost and | ow medi um cost houses while the devel opnent of
| ow cost housing will be expedited to ensure that those who are eligible
wi || be provided houses either for rent or sale. -- BERNAMVA
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