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Mahat hi r- 8MP (Human Resour ce)
8MP TO PRI ORI TI SE SUPPLY OF MANPOVER FOR KNOW.EDGE- BASED ECONOWY

KUALA LUMPUR, April 23 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said today the Eighth Malaysia Plan (8MP) will give
priority in produci ng adequate manpower to support the devel opnent of a
know edge- based econony.

He said the nove was appropriate to ensure that the nation was able to
face the chall enges of gl obalisation and sustain econom c growt h.

Tabling the 8MP at the Dewan Rakyat, here, Dr Mahathir said efforts to
i ncrease productivity woul d depend on increasing the know edge content of
all economc activities and the availability of an adequate supply of
highly skilled and know edge manpower .

Towards this end, efforts would be further intensified to expand the
supply of higly skilled and know edge manpower through the expansion of the
education and training capacity with greater enphasis towards increasing
the supply of science and technol ogy (S&T) manpower.

In this aspect, he said, the capacity of the S&T rel ated educati ona
and training programmes at the tertiary |level would be further expanded to
expedite the achi evenent of the 60:40 ratio of science to arts students.

To neet this objective, the education and training systemwuld be
reoriented to ensure that the output fromthese institutions could match
the requirenents of new technol ogy and know edge needed to spur econonic
grow h and enhance conpetitiveness, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the education and training systemwould al so enphasi se
nurturing creativity and cognitive skills and give priority to producig
multi-skilled and knowl edge manpower that is versatile, willing to learn
conti nuously and technopreneuri al

He al so said that the governnent would | aunch the Education Savi ng
Schene to encourage parents to save for their children's education

To induce nore firms, especially the small- and nedi um scal e
enterprises (SMEs), to nmove into higher capital-intensity production
processes and optinise the utilisation of |ocal |abour, the governnent
woul d i npl enment several initiatives, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the prime target was to encourage nore women,
especially those with tertiary education, to join the | abour force.

This woul d be achi eved through further anendnents to the Enpl oynent Act
1995 to include new nodes of working such as tel eworking, part-tine work
and job sharing.

He said the anmendnment of the Act would also facilitate the setting-up
of community nurseries and kindergartens within residential areas and
ensure better access to training opportunities.

Pensioners with the appropriate qualifications and experience would
continue to be considered for re-enploynment, on a case-by-case basis, he
added.
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