29 MAR 2001
Mahat hir-Ri ots
A GOVERNMVENT PROPPED UP BY RIOTERS WLL NOT LAST, SAYS PM

PETALI NG JAYA, March 29 (Bernama) -- The Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d any government that replaces the one brought down
through riots will face the same fate

He said that sone groups believed that by staging riots daily, the
country woul d be destablised and subsequently the governnent of the day
coul d be toppl ed.

"But let may state it clearly here that once a governnent is toppled
through riots, the one replacing it would also suffer the same fate," he
sai d.

Dr Mahat hir was addressing residents of Kanpung Medan and near by
settlenents at the Taman Medan playing field in Jalan Kl ang Lama here
t oday.

The area was the scene of clashes between rival resident groups early
this month in which six people died.

The prime mnister's unannounced visit there was a pleasant surprise to
the residents of the various comunities who thronged the field in droves
to shake hands with him

Dr Mahathir was acconpanied by wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhaned
Ali, the Inspector-General of Police Tan Sri Norian Mai and Sel angor Police
Chief Datuk Nik Ismail N k Yusoff.

The prime mnister said while the situation in Jalan Kl ang Lana had
i mproved much, certain groups were still trying to capitalise on the
fragile situation to achieve their objectives through evil aways by staging
attacks in other areas to infuriate the residents and spark off riots.

VWiile referring to two of Ml aysia's nei ghbours whose governnents were
toppl ed through riots, Dr Mahathir said certain groups in the country
t hought they could also do the sanme in Ml aysi a.

"In other countries riots caused | awl essness and bring down governnents
giving rise to new ones. This is what these groups want to happen in the
country,"” he said.

As such Dr Mahathir said it was crucial that Ml aysi ans preserve the
peace and avoid racial m sunderstandi ng because no one would benefit froma
riot-torn country.

"Instead all will be |losers,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said a peaceful Ml aysia would generate greater devel opnent
that would bring good to all.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysians should respect the denocratic process of
el ecting the governnment and cease aninosity between one anot her

Any quarters intending to change the government should wait for the
next five years and respect the country's [aws and admi nistration

Dr Mahathir said multi-racial and multi-religious Ml aysians could
co-exist in peace as this is allowed by each other's religion

"They are human beings and so are we. If we resort to war, we can
destroy them and they too can destroy us. If we start attacking each ot her
fights would spread to other areas and eventually there will no peace in
the country,” he said.

Mal aysi a had enj oyed undi srupted peace for the past 43 years except for
the bl ood incidents of May 13 1969 and even so the governnment managed to
quell the disturbance within a short time and prevented it from spreading
to areas outside of Kuala Lunpur, he said.

The prime mnister, who saw a ni ght market about to start business on



his way to the field, appealed to residents of Tanan Medan and near by
settlenents to rebuild the strong goodwi || and peace that existed there all
this while.

Only with peace and unity, the various conmunities there could do
busi ness at the night market undi srupted.

"But if there are riots, be they petty traders...or big-tine
busi nessnmen, all of us stand to | ose as we cannot buy or sell anything," he
sai d.

VWil e assuring the residents that the government would strive to
resol ve their problens, including housing, Dr Mahathir said they should be
patient as the task could not be done overnight.

Al t hough he had wanted to visit the area much earlier on, sone thought
it would be better for himto defer it then, said the prine mnister while
urging the people to also thank the police for bringing the situation under
control .

VWil e visiting the Kanpung Medan | onghouses occupi ed by Indian
residents, the prine mnister said he was inforned of their problens by
Wrks Mnister and M C president Datuk Seri S. Sanmy Vel l u.

Dr Mahathir prom sed themthe governnent would do its utnost to tackle
their woes and urged themto maintain good relations with the Ml ay
community there in carrying on with their daily activities.
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