23/ 12/ 2001

A buddi ng friendship

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - One of the nost inportant international friendships
that mght emerge fromthe war on terrorismis that between the US and
Mal aysi a.

In his article "Energing Friendships”, which appeared in the Washi ngton
Ti mes on Dec 11, col ummi st Doug Bandow sai d Washington was filled with
advocat es of expanding the war on terrorismbut that America would do best
working with friendly countries.

He said, for instance, Ml aysian police had arrested Nur M suari, the
Filipino Musliminsurgent turned provincial Governor, who fled the
Phi |l i ppi nes after staging an uprising on the island of Jolo in which 160
peopl e were Kkill ed.

Bandow sai d t hough Mal aysia's relationship with the Cinton
adm ni stration had often been difficult, it was serious about conbating
terrorism

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad had expressed his
condol ences after the World Trade Center attacks and endorsed Washi ngton's
goal of eradicating terrorism

Bandow added that at a recent conference at the School for Advanced
International Studies, there was general agreenent that the increased
tenmpo of neetings and visits between the two nations suggested a warm ng
rel ati onshi p.

Such contacts coul d reach beyond the i mmedi at e concern of breaking
international links to terrorist Gsama bin Laden.

A senior fellowat the Cato Institute and a nationally syndi cated
col umi st, Bandow said inproving rel ati ons between Mal aysi a and Anerica
woul d take work.

For instance, he said, while Dr Mahathir had criticised the bonbing of
Af ghani stan, he had to contend with Islam c radicalismat homne.

He said Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor |led a protest at the US enbassy
and Pas secretary-general Nasharudin Mat |sa had decl ared the bonbing to
be a clear act of terrorismby America agai nst the i nnocent people of
Af ghani st an

Bandow sai d ethnic tensions were evident in Mal aysia as el sewhere in
Sout heast Asia but Dr Mahathir had nanaged a nore successful bal ancing act
t han ot her | eaders.

"However, he nowfinds it nore difficult to win support from both
Chi nese and Mal ays, his traditional strategy."

Al t hough Pas had won support from sone younger and nore noderate
professionals, its | eadership tends toward theocracy.

There had been worrisone indications of violent fundamentalist activity.

Bandow sai d the Governnent warned that the extrem st organi sation,
Kurmpul an M litan Mal aysi a, had been invol ved i n assassi nati ons, bombi ngs
and robberies. It had al so apparently co-operated in violent attacks in
| ndonesi a.

He said Mal aysia's Governnent had yet to face a serious threat but Pas
nevert hel ess had been seeking respectability at honme and abr oad.

A strong public stand by the Governnent - of the sort lacking in
countries such as Paki stan and Saudi Arabia - should help prevent
extrem sts fromw nning over the Muslimmajority.

Bandow noted that conbating terrorismwas not easy and that allies were
essential, particularly inthe Islanmic world. It was better to work co-



operatively than intervene unilaterally.
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