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A natural calling

S. Yogeshwary

AS far as Komathy Morgan i s concerned, |anguage and nature are undeni ably
intertwined; it was her |ove for one that sparked off her passion for the
ot her.

Wil e studying English literature in University Ml aya, Komathy was
i nspired by poens about nature.

"Poens extolling the beauty of nature pointed out to me the joy that
nature can offer to those who behold it,"” said the director of |andscaping
consul tancy Nova Bl oons Sdn Bhd, who began her working life as an English
tutor at the university after she graduated

Her foray into the field of |andscaping was inadvertently initiated by
her doting husband K. S. Mrgan, who brought her sonme water lily plants
from Thai |l and and encouraged her to cultivate them This was back in 1995.
Al t hough both she and Mbdrgan al ready had sone know edge about water lilies
- being menbers of the International Water Lily Society - it was still not
an easy task

"However, with much care and hard work, our efforts began to sprout
results and we becane hooked! A year later, we set up Nova Bl oons," said
Komat hi .

Her love for plants is not the only reason that pronpted Komathi to set
up the conmpany - there's another reason that is rather nore altruistic

"I used to spend a lot of time in SlIimRiver and | was saddened by the
m serabl e condition of the estate workers. The poverty | evel was high and
many of the parents couldn't afford to send their children to school. So
decided to start the conpany and channel sone of the profits to set up a
trust fund for these children,” said Komathi, who has started a fund for
the children of her enpl oyees working in the conpany's nursery in Slim
Ri ver.

Oiginally, Nova Bl oons specialised only in growing water lilies. Its
efforts earned it recognition fromthe Ml aysi an I ndustrial Devel opnent
Aut hority, which granted it pioneer industry status in the cultivation of
aquatic plants. Fromthere, the conpany progressed to | andscapi ng worKk
when it received inquiries on howto incorporate the aquatic plants into
garden d cor.

Komat hi sai d her biggest breakthrough was during the Ml aysi an
Agriculture, Horticulture and Agrotourism 1999 exhi bition, when her
extraordinary water lily display caught the attention of Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhaned.

"I't was the ultimate acknow edgenment for Nova Bl oons. The Prinme M nister
was amazed by the different colours of the lilies we displayed, as he was
under the inpression that they only occurred in white and yell ow.

“I"'mproud to say that with al nost 36 varieties being cultivated in our
nurseries, we have the largest collection of water lilies and | otuses,"
Komat hy sai d.

Wth the exposure gai ned from Maha, Komathi's business took of f and she
was swanped with orders and | andscapi ng projects. Fromthen on, the
conpany experienced a healthy growmh in business.

However, Komat hy pointed out that the path to building a successful
conpany has not been wi thout obstacles, sonme of which drained her
physically and enotional ly.

"This is a mal e-dom nated i ndustry and | had to face prejudices and
scepticismdue to nmy gender. At one point | was ready to throwin the



towel ," said Komat hy, who was quick to add that her husband's
encour agement and support through the trying tines gave her the strength
to persevere.

Her persistence paid off, and she has expanded her nursery and her water
garden to a seven-acre plot. In addition, she has opened a new office in
Bangsar, a centralised |locale that enables her to service her clients
effectively. The services offered by Nova Bl oons include turfing, creating
custom made gardens, |ighting, organic-based | andscapi ng, hardscape and
prof essi onal garden-based mai nt enance servi ces.

At the heart of these services is Komathi herself. She has no qual ns
about rolling up her sleeves and getting her hands dirty on the job. She
al so travel s extensively all over the country to supervise her projects
not just in the Klang Vall ey, but also in Pahang, Kedah and Kel ant an.

However, she does try to spend as nuch tine at honme with her famly as
she can.

"My husband is extrenely understandi ng and he doesn't m nd sharing the
housework. He's nmore of a mother to the children than ne!" remarked the
di m nutive nother of three.

Her work has won the appreciation of many clients through projects such
as the Dammi Laut Resort in Lunut, Swi ss Garden Hotel Kuantan, bungal ows
at Country Heights, Kelab Darul Ehsan Anpang and Dewan Bandaraya Kual a
Lunpur.

"As a consul tancy, we approach | andscape design in a professional nanner
and endeavour to conme up with sonething that is both aesthetic and
functional and can neet the needs of clients.

"W believe in pronoting the concept of intelligent |andscaping. W use
m ni mum chem cal substances and pestici des and opt for natural
fertilisers, which is one of the main reasons why our clients are happy
with us,"” expl ai ned Komat hy.

Komathy is not inhibited by a |l ack of paper qualifications in |andscape
design. Her love for nature, inherent creativity and ability to | earn have
taken her a long way in the industry, not to nention a willingness to work
wi th ot her professionals such as | andscape architects and feng-shui
consultants if her clients request it.

"Anyone can succeed in any business as long as they're willing to work
hard and take pride in what they do. There are no short cuts to anything,
you nust be prepared to nake sonme sacrifices,"” she said.

Her enthusiasmfor nature is not just limted to her work but is carried
through in her phil osophy as well. She believes plants and trees radi ate
an energy that is therapeutic and calmng to our senses and because of
this, she enphasises the inportance of a well-kept garden.

"The garden is the first thing you notice when you walk into the
compound of a house. You have to pay attention to it, so that you create
the right ambience for your hone," said Komathy, who is brimrng with nore
ideas related to plants. These include a tropical water plant research
centre and diversifying into other businesses such as food and
bi ot echnol ogy.

"You cannot be conpl acent when things are going well. You have to work
even harder to maintain what you have built-up," she pointed out.

And with that parting statenent, she's off to conmune with the plants in
the little garden she's created on the top floor of her office.
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