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By: Newnond Ti bin

KOTA Kl NABALU, Dec 14 (Bernanmm) -- After an unsuccessful attenpt to
make inroads into the helmof the state governnent in the 1999 state
el ection, many political pundits believed that Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS)
woul d eventual Iy cl ose shop.

They predicted that the opposition party would suffer a simliar fate
to the likes of the defunct Usno and Parti Berjaya, once much-vaunted
parties which ruled the state alternately for about 10 years each before
PBS cane into power in 1985.

They al so believed that the party led by the fornmer chief mnister and
t he Kadazandusuns' Huguan Siou (paranount | eader), Datuk Joseph Pairin
Kiti ngan, was no longer a force to be reckoned with and was on the
threshold of an early political exit.

However, against the odds and in what is seen as a resurrection of PBS,
Pairin, being the experienced politician that he is, applied the
mat hematics of logic to steer his seemngly sinking ship fromthe deep
ocean to a platformwhere it rightly belongs -- the pool of the Barisan
Nasi onal (BN)

The dramatic turnabout culmnated in PBS s decision to rejoin the BN
and Pairin hinmself handed over the party's application to Prinme M nister
and BN chairman Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad on Nov 15, in Putrajaya, and
its fate will possibly be known after Adilfitri.

"Pairin is a real politician...he knows what to do in the face of an
uncertain future.

"I believe this is good for the people of Sabah...we all |ove lasting
unity and we are happy that at last it prevailed,” said PBS Youth chief
Al mudi n Kai da.

He said that the majority of the PBS grassroot supporters, including
the youth wing, had supported the nove to rejoin the BN to ensure politica
stability and continued devel opnent in the state.

"There were di ehard supporters who started di stancing thensel ves from
the party after it lost in the 1999 state el ection but now they are com ng
back to us, so nuch so that the party headquarters has run out of
menbership fornms," he said.

Almudin said this was a good indication for the party's future and the
yout h wi ng hoped that PBS would continue to be relevant in the state's
political arena.

He said it was high tinme that all sections of society, including
political parties, sat together to find ways and neans of solving the

various problenms facing the state, particularly the perennial illega
i mm grants.

"Let bygones be bygones. Now we are entering a new chapter...let us be
united for the good of the people and the state,” Al nudin said.

PBS had been a BN conponent party for about five years until it left
the coalition abruptly on the eve of the 1990 general election and teaned
up with the nowdefunct Parti Melayu Semangat 46.

In outlining the rationale for the PBS's nove to return to the BN fold
during the party's congress recently, Pairin said: "In the situation that
we are in...the globalisation, we need to work together".

Many a people believe that PBS s re-entry into the coalition is the
"mracle answer" to the enigma which seened to prevail in Sabah politics
that "once out of power, it would al nost be inpossible to nake a conmeback”



This was exactly what happened to the then ruling party, Usno, |ed by
the | ate Tun Datu Miustapha Datu Harun, and Parti Berjaya under Datuk Harris
Sal l eh, which were forced to close shop after several attenpts to nake a
coneback canme to nought.

"I thought that after losing in the 1990 state el ection and the
subsequent parlinentary election, that's the end of PBS," said Lodimun
Bal anti s of Kanmpung Mangkal adom Ki ul u.

"It never occurred to ne that Pairin could still salvage the party
after one by one, its elected assenbl ynen defected to the BN soon after the
election...it is a wise nove," he added.

He said PBS decision to rejoin BN augured well for the state as it
could create a good political environnment, thus enabling the governnent to
focus nore on devel oping the state.

Before this, in what is seen as a sign of bad |uck for PBS, eight of
its forner assenbl ynmen had defected to the ruling state Bari san Nasi ona
through its conponent parties -- Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (PBRS) and Ummo
-- soon after the state el ection

PBS' s predi canent was further aggravated by the recent defection of its
stalwart, Myog assenbl yman Dat uk C arence Bongkos Mal akun, to Sabah- based
BN conponent United Pasok Monbgun Kadazandusun Murut Organi sation (UPKO).

The defections proved fatal for PBS which was al ready weakened by a
series of defections of its |eader since its inception in 1985.

Now, only eight of the 17 el ected assenbl ymen remain steadfast to the
party and these included Pairin |loyalists -- deputy presidents Dr Maxi nus
Ongkili and Dr Yee Moh Chai, and secretary-general Radin Mll eh.

Commenting on the matter, Land and Cooperative Devel opnent M nister Tan
Sri Kasitah Gaddam said that despite the general contention that PBS' s

support was now "declining", it still conmmanded significant support.
"Pairin, by virtue of being the Huguan Siou or paranount |eader of the
Kadazandusuns, still conmands strong support anong the non-Mislim

bum puteras in Sabah," he said.

Wth the re-entry of PBS into the BN, the unpredictable politica
scenario in Sabah is set to eclipse and a stable state governnent | oons
i nst ead.
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