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A pretty big youth at 5

Ani ta Anandarajah; Pravin Pilla

VW are fivel Wio woul d have guessed. Not us. W work too hard to notice
stuff like birthdays. Actually we've been so deeply involved in the
intense world of journalismthat it took our dear boss to rem nd us that
this baby has turned five

So, what have we done so far? Just too many things to |ist down... But
let's give it a try.

Right, after our fourth birthday issue, we carried an article entitled
What A Grl Wants. Fighting off hordes of wonen eager to contribute their
opi ni ons, we took advantage of the situation to harvest a few phone
nunbers (hey, we're only human you know... and underpaid too) fromthe
babes at Sunway Col | ege.

At the end of the year, knowing how you're so into the future, we
deci ded to becone your crystal ball and run predictions for the con ng
year. The end product involved our crack team of ad-hoc astrol ogers
staying up late into the night, conpiling readings frommany, nany
sources, and making up sone along the way, ... in between |oud cackles
that split the night air.

Laughs aside, Jan 26 was a dark gl oony day for us at YouthQuake. It was
when our very own Bangsar 59100 Ranjit committed suicide by junping off
the roof, taking along with himhis teacher, G kgu Dani el

W had sone really concerned readers calling up, saying the two should
have |ived through the ordeal. Sorry fol ks, but when two people fall from
the fourth floor of a building, there aren't many options.

A mgj or drug bust of syabu worth two billion got us hitting the streets
to get the |l owdown on the drug. Qur Cold Killer story was what cane out
of that prow ing.

On finding out that the Book O Life is al nost ready, we snuck on to
trace the mappi ng of the human DNA or the human genone. For you guys, we
not only broke down each cell to a nucleus, but al so gave sone di gestible
meaning to the difficult terms.

Witer Jereny Mahadevan's used his alter ego - the Little Quy - to nmake
things nice, easy and fun. And guess what, we recently got a letter from
one doctor in Singapore who congratulated himfor a job well done and has
requested for nore copies. How s that for cool!

Now. .. when a girl dresses in a sexy manner, |Is She Asking For It? W
hel d a di scussion follow ng the rape of two teenage school girls in
Kaj ang. What ensued was a battle of the sexes. The aval anche of mmil after
that totally caught us of fguard.

It was surprising though, that sone of the guys took a fem nist view,
citing that it was a girl's right to dress as she wished, as long as it
wasn't vulgar. Way to go, nodern nan

When certain quarters urged teenagers to get involved in the politica
scene, we went out to gauge the sentinents of the average Ml aysi an youth.
The verdict: short of giving us the finger when asked if they woul d dabbl e
in politics, it was unaninmously agreed that politics should be left to the
pakci ks at the teh tarik stall (Between us, we did receive the finger from
a few of thenm.

In May, we saluted nothers everywhere on Mother's Day and al so
di scovered Shaggy's split personality disorder in an exclusive Yout hQuake
intervieww th the snoboth tal ki ng angelic (not) superstar

We al so featured an article on teenage suicide and wote about how we



wi shed they didn't. To all those teens who may have been on the verge of
sui ci de before reading our article and are still alive today, teh tarik
and ot her donations may be sent to the 4th floor of Balai Berita New
Straits Tines Press, Jal an R ong.

The YouthQuake teamhit the streets to see just what causes teens to
take to the bottle. To those of you who feel strongly about the issue, we
hope you will do your best to help the cause

Seriously, it wasn't easy getting people to cone forward and publicly
state their drinking problem W were fortunate that a few of them shared
their painful experiences with us, which they only did in the hope that
others would | earn fromtheir m stakes.

"Dear Prine Mnister"” was our letter to our beloved Prinme Mnister,
Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanmad, highlighting certain issues that "WE'
the youth of Mal aysia - thought need be di scussed at the Cabi net neeting
on youth issues which was to have taken place on Aug 8.

Yout hQuake stayed glued to the phone for days speaking to teens from
across the country, gathering views about what they would |ike di scussed
at the cabi net neeting.

We have it in good faith that that article was read by our Prine
M nister at his breakfast table. It's good to know soneone's |i stening!

And how coul d we forget our StakeQut-TeenCrinme story where we foll owed
the cops in their raids on entertainnent outlets in Bukit Bintang.
Fol | owi ng the police around was an unforgettabl e experience. W were
constantly being updated on the situation and fed with crine stories of
t he past.

We did, however, find it amusing that nany of the big, beefy cops were
shy and tim d. Sone were extrenely cute too. Al so, we know that none of us
ever want to be on the wong side of the | aw after being given a tour of
the police station, especially the interrogation roomnl

Rem ni sci ng over the past for this issue was a wonderful experience. W
real i sed why you guys | ove readi ng Yout hQuake so nuch. It's a pretty dam
good paper, that's why!

BUT ... we wouldn't be where we are wi thout the Reader. Yep. That's you.
We'd like to thank you for supporting us over the years.

W' ve | oved receiving your feedback. Qur inbox floods every Monday with
comment s about the previous week's issues. Going through the e-mails
provi des plenty of |aughs!

O course, there is the occasional disgruntled reader who doesn't agree
with our view. That's fine. In fact, we treasure your criticism
(constructive ones) even nore. Please keep your suggestions com ng! That's
how we | earn and evol ve. Fromour m stakes. W are not perfect, and we
know that. After all, we're only five. A babe

Responding to requests fromreaders, we have started Chonp!, a food
columm that features sinple recipes and food reviews of places we've been
to. Perhaps you guys can recommend sone chic and cheap places to eat at.

W' re al so reviving our Read col um, recomendi ng sone books we think
you mght like toread (it's a habit we're trying to cultivate anpongst our
witers).

Ah. The contests. That's when we receive nountains of mail fromyou
guys. Can't blame you. Even we salivate at sonme of the giveaways. Right
now, the Maxis.txt contest as well as the Witers Bloc 6 essay witing
contest are the hottest.

The entries have been anazing. Sone of you are really tal ented. Agatha
Christies and WIIl Shakespeares in the nmaking. W | ook forward to seeing
as many of you at Sri Pena (Witers Bloc 6) next nonth.

Sigh ... now for the downsi de. There have been sonme problens with the
delivery of prizes to contest winners. W extend our sincere apologies to



t hose i nvol ved.

But we need to nmake it clear that nost of these prizes are handl ed by
third parties. W will try our best to ensure you receive themin due
tinme.

So, | adies and gentlemen, we hope you've enjoyed the ride. There are
many nore years to cone. W have grown fromstrength to strenth and will
only get bigger and better, as you wll!

HAPPY Bl RTHDAY!

( END)
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