21/ 06/ 2001

A re-engi neered Umo

UWNO has al ways been nore than just a political party. Apart from
projecting the political strength of the Malays who formthe majority race
inmulti-racial Malaysia, it also enbodies the hopes and aspirations of
the Malays in taking their rightful place in a broader econom c, socia

and cultural context in the country. There is no doubt that they would
have been much worse off if there had been no Umo to | ead and gui de t hem
over the | ast decades.

But Umo is now faced with some serious chal |l enges whi ch nenbers and
| eaders have to deal with if the party is to maintain its doni nant
position in the nation's political life and to attract the younger and
better educated Mal ays and other Bumiputeras to its ranks. There have been
calls for Umo to re-invent and re-engi neer itself to overcone these
chal l enges and to strengthen Umo's links with the Mal ay grassroots,
especially the younger generation.

Umo president and Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad has
made t he point very clear that Umo nmenbers, including those found guilty
by the party over noney politics, nmust support the supreme council's
efforts to stanp out the scourge. Umo nust showto the people that it is
serious in cleansing itself of corrupt | eaders and Dr Mahathir has rightly
called on all menbers to accept the findings of the party's disciplinary
board. Umo's efforts to strengthen and re-engineer itself to reach out to
as many Mal ays as possi bl e nust obviously enconpass the inportant rol es of
Wanita Umo, Umo Youth and the new Puteri Umo as well. It nust be
admitted that the inroad made by the Opposition in the | ast general
election is partly due to the weaknesses in Umo itself, caused by too
many nenbers and | eaders who were nore interested in pursuing nmateri al
weal th rat her than serving the rakyat.

Umo nenbers nust not forget that they can becone strong only with the
support of the rakyat.

Umo has been able to stay in power because it has nmanaged to change and
adapt to changi ng circunstances and tackle any crisis which arises. The
New Economic Policy (NEP) of 1971 was inplenented in response to the 1969
raci al incident which exposed the serious econom ¢ and soci al inbal ances
in the country. This fundanental re-orientation of the national agenda
al so served to strengthen Umo itself. On hindsight, therefore, the NEP
and Umo's response to the chall enges sparked by the 1969 incident could
be interpreted as efforts to re-engineer Umo to deal with the pressing
i ssues at that tine.

But, ironically, the | egacy of the NEP and its success in uplifting the
econom ¢ and financial status of the Malays has brought in its wake the
seeds of the noney politics, corruption, conplacency and greed which if
unchecked, will severely damage the i nage and what is worse, threaten the
survival of the party itself. Umo could have failed the Malays, and with
it the nation itself conprising the other races as well, if it had not
managed to re-engineer itself and cone out with resolute policies to
reduce the inbal ances between the Ml ays and the other races. The nation
is grateful to the Umo nenbers and their |eaders for their wi sdomthen
for saving the nation.

The chal l enge for the nenbers and | eaders of Umo nowis no | ess
i mportant. For the sake of the party, they should give their whol e-hearted
support to Dr Mahathir's call to conpletely reject noney politics, clean



up the party of corruption and to expunge any greed for material gain at
the expense of party interest. There is no time to | ose.
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