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A stand agai nst viol ence

Ant hea De Lima
THE WOMEN and Fani |y Devel opnent M nistry's inaugural project, Wnen
Agai nst Vi ol ence (WAVe), will give wonen an opportunity to take a stand.

Wth a tagline of "I'ma woman. | nmake the difference", M nister Datuk
Shahrizat Abdul Jalil hopes this effort would hel p end viol ence agai nst
the famly.

The canpai gn, ai med at boosting public awareness, is intended to educate
victinms on the renedial actions they can take and guide caring citizens to
of fer their services to curb such viol ence.

At the launch of WAVe, Shahrizat said that while sone groups had asked
the Mnistry to focus on viol ence agai nst wonen, the scope of the
Mnistry's portfolio nmeant that fathers and children could not be ignored.

"We care that our men are being rmurdered, our children's throats being
slit just as we care about our wonen being violated. W believe that wonmen
can and will nake the difference, because they are the centre and
strength, not only of the family, community and nation, but the world as
well," she said.

She also said that wonmen were often left on the fringes when dealing
with specific issues and the Mnistry felt that it was inportant that they
were involved in the struggl e agai nst viol ence.

"W nade the decision that wonen should be the driving force of the
canpai gn. Wonen do not want violence to be a way of life and we felt that
t he canpai gn would allow themto express this voraciously."

In his speech before the Iaunch of the canpaign, Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad said that the rising wave of viol ence was due to
changing lifestyles, with both parents working outside the home and not
havi ng enough time to instil in their children the necessary val ues.

He said working nothers needed to spend quality tine with their children
in order to sow the right values. "Once nurtured with these values, it
woul d be natural for themto reject unhealthy activities.

"Unfortunately, a lot of children today are | atch-key kids. They cone
home at will and because there is no one to nonitor them they can behave
i rresponsibly.”

There woul d never be enough | aws or police personnel to prevent violent
acts if nothing was done to curb the problemat its source. This could
only be done if parents nade an effort to guide them

Per haps the nost inportant devel opnent is a proposal to amend Article
8(2) of the Federal Constitution to include the word "sex". The Article
currently reads: "Except as expressly authorised by this Constitution,
there shall be no discrinination against citizens on the ground only of
religion, race, descent or place of birth in any law or in the appoi ntnent
to any office or enploynment under a public authority or in the
adm nistration of any law relating to the acquisition, holding or
di sposition of property or the establishing or carrying on of any trade,
busi ness, profession, vocation or enploynent."

The anmendnent, to be tabled during the current Parlianent neeting, wll
enabl e wonen to enjoy equal rights as nmen and ensure they are not
di scrim nat ed.

"This anendnent is clearly a watershed decision and a great breakthrough
for the women of Mal aysia. Wen this amendnent becones | aw, the
Constitution will specifically spell out that there shall be no
discrinmnation by virtue of sex and this neans a lot to the wonen of



Mal aysi a because usual ly, although not always of course, wonen are subject
to dicrimnation, either blatantly or inplicitly,” Shahrizat said in her
speech, adding that this was a great stride forward for wonen

Speaking to reporters later, Dr Mahathir said that the proposed
anmendrment woul d help ensure the | aw and Governnent policies were not
di scrimnatory towards women

"The equal rights will concern | aws and policies except for physica
matters in which there are certain reasons why we need to differentiate
bet ween men and wonen, " he said.

On whet her existing | aws involving womren woul d be reviewed, Dr Mahathir
said that if "there is a need, then we will ook into thenf. He also said
that the Government woul d consider a proposal to anend the laws with a
view to inmposing a stricter ruling on incest in viewof its rising
i nci dence.

"Woren's groups could initiate a study and nmake proposals to us," he
sai d.

NOTE: |If you would Iike to do your part to stop violence, log on to
wWww. wave. gov. my. For nore information on the canpaign, call 03-26930095.
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