09/ 10/ 2001
A m | estone for Ml aysi an achi evenent

Jasbhir Singh

THE Si xth Langkawi International Maritine and Aerospace exhibition starts
today - the aerospace section at the Langkawi International Airport at
Padang Mat Sirat and the maritime event at Tanjung Ml ai .

A total of 350 conpanies from 32 countries are participating in the show
which will be opened today by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad.

Al'though the figure is smaller conpared to previous years, it is nostly
due to the nmergers that have taken place within the highly conpetitive
gl obal defence industries.

Only two conpanies withdrew fromthe event because of the Sept 11
terrorist attacks in the United States: the US-based private jet
manuf acturer @il f Streamand Spani sh aerospace conpany, Construcciones
Aeronauti cas (Casa).

Unlike in previous years, the |largest participationin Lima '01 will
conme from Mal aysi a.

The | arge participation of Ml aysian conpanies - wholly local and joint
venture conpanies - is also a mlestone for the event and the | ocal
defence i ndustry.

It isinline with the aims of the organisers to increase participation
of technol ogy and sol utions pro
viders, especially fromthe snmall- and nedium scal e enterprise sector.

The hi ghlight of Malaysia's participation in Lima will be the unveiling
and flight of the country's own Eagl e Aerial Reconnai ssance Vehicle by Dr
Mahat hi r t onorrow.

The ARV, devel oped by Conposites Technol ogy Research Ml aysia and
Excel net with support from BAe Systens, will be the first ever flown at an
ai r show.

It will be jointly marketed by CTRM and BAe Systens.

The addition of new nanes to the list of countries and conpani es
participating in Lima is perhaps an indicator of the inpact the event has
made in the gl obal scene.

Three new countries will participate in Linma for the first tinme - Spain,
Paki stan and Ukraine. Al in all, there will be a total of 80 aircraft,
and 31 vessels of all types at the show.

The show, which will be open to the public this weekend, offers a number
of attractions to the public.

The Italian vessel San G usto, which is the only European mlitary
vessel at the event and one that has served in both nmlitary and
humani t ari an canpai gns, will be open to the public.

In the aerospace sector, visitors will get to see the British Red Ar
rows aerobatic team sponsored by BAe Systens, the MAT microlight teamfrom
Hol | and and the Gronbv Flight Research Institute teamthat flies the
Sukhoi Su-30MK Fl anker.

The Sukhoi SU-30MK is one of the aircraft at the show which m ght be
purchased for the Royal Ml aysian Air Force.

A team from Mal aysia, conprising six F/A-18D Hornet rmulti-role fighters
and six MG 29 Fulcruminterdiction fighters, will be perforning aerial
di spl ays t hroughout the show.

After a decade in existence, Lima has established itself as a regional
ai rshow whi ch has produced opportunities for business for a | arge nunber
of conpani es.



Wth nore effort being put by organisers in further devel oping the
event, and barring any unexpected emergencies, the future Limas are on
track for success.
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