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“Covernnment to probe threat to consulate in Pontianak
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KOTA BARU, Fri. - The CGovernnent will investigate the threat to the
Mal aysi an consul ate in Pontianak, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said
t oday.

The Prime Mnister said fam |y nenbers of the staff at the consul ate had
to be brought hone after their safety was threatened.

He said the I ndonesian Governnent should offer protection to consul ate
staff and their fanmli es.

"They are our diplonmatic representatives and their position nust be
r espect ed.

"But we want to know what actually happened. If we take action against a
foreign national in our country, are we doing a wong thing?

"And if they want to take revenge agai nst our citizens for the action
agai nst their nationals, then this sinply means we cannot accept any
foreigners in our country," he added.

Dr Mahathir was asked to comment on the decision to evacuate a nenber of
the staff and 12 family nenbers yesterday foll owing fears of unrest over
alleged ill-treatnment of an | ndonesian in Sarawak.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said the Indonesian Foreign
M ni stry had gi ven an assurance on the safety of staff at the consul ate.

Speaki ng after presenting a contribution to Persatuan Kebajikan Titian
Firdaus at his office, he said the consulate was still in operation.

He said several officers had renmi ned behind despite the evacuation
whi ch was carried out on the advice fromsecurity authorities in Wst
Kal i mant an.

"They will rnonitor the devel opnent and will not act hastily until we
know t he actual situation

"What we are doing are preventive nmeasures and we are taking
precauti onary action by | ooking at the background of several incidents
that have taken place recently.”

He advi sed the public not to go to places where there were reports of
unrest.

Syed Hanmid said there were no plans to evacuate famly nmenbers of
of ficers working at the consulate i n Medan.

He added Mal aysi a had al ways consi dered I ndonesia as an i nportant Asean
menber and gave priority to bilateral relationship.

"W don't want to do anything that will jeopardise the good bilatera
relati ons between the two countries but at the same tine, we have to take
nmeasures to protect our citizens and our foreign mssions."

In Hul u Terengganu, Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Razak said the
Governnent m ght send troop reinforcenents to the Sarawak- Kal i mant an
border if the situation warranted it.

"If the situation at the troubl ed spot becones nore serious, we may send
addi tional soldiers to the border

"For the tine being, there is no need to send our soldiers to the border
but they have been asked to be on alert," he said after opening the Hulu
Terengganu Umo divi sional neeting at Sekol ah Menengah Seri Berang today.

He said security forces had been put on alert follow ng the evacuation
of consulate staff and fanmly nenbers fromthe consul ate.

In Kuching, Acting Commi ssioner of Police Senior Assistant Conmm ssioner
Yusof f Nook advi sed Mal aysi ans not to travel to Kalimantan foll owi ng fears
of unrest in Pontianak.



He said nore nen woul d be depl oyed at the border town of Tebedu to
nmoni tor the situation.

Meanwhi | e, the officer-in-charge of the Imm gration post in Tebedu,
Ahrmadi | brahim said Mal aysian Consul in Pontianak, |Ismail Salam had
instructed the Immgration Departnent to advise locals not to travel to
Pont i anak.

Besi des advi sing the public verbally, immgration staff have al so put up
a notice advi sing people agai nst crossing the border.

Ahmadi sai d | ocal bus operators had been given simlar advice.
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