07 AUG 2001
Sar awak- Abu Bakar
ABANG ABU BAKAR GROUP TO FI ELD 45 CANDI DATES | N SARAWAK ELECTI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 7 (Bernama) -- Forner Defence M nister Datuk Abang
Abu Bakar Mustapha said a group headed by himw Il contest in 45 state
constituencies in the Sarawak el ection, which is expected to be held next
nont h.

In this respect, he said the group, which will be contesting as
i ndependent candi dates, is part of the nove to bring Umo to Sarawak even
t hough attenpts so far have failed.

"I'f our string of independent candidates win, naturally we will head
t he Sarawak government. By then, if Umo is ready to spread its wings to
Sar awak, we and thousands of Umo supporters in Sarawak will welcone it
with open arns,” he said in a statement issued here.

In the nine-page statement, the former deputy president of Parti Pesaka
Bum putera Bersatu (PBB), a nmjor conponent of the Barisan Nasional (BN)
government in Sarawak, also revealed details of the noves he made as far
back as 1983 to enable Umo to spread its wings to the state.

Abang Abu Bakar, who left the PBB in January |ast year, said that until
now t he peopl e of Sarawak had no opportunity whatsoever to hold a
referendumto show their stand pertaining to the issue of Umo's entry to
the state.

According to him the plan to hold a gathering of 60,000 pro tem
menbers of the Sarawak Umo at the Padang Merdeka in Kuching on Feb 27 | ast
year did not materialise because it failed to get the approval of the
police and State Secretary.

"I amconfident that in the com ng election, the issue of Umo's entry
will be a major agenda in the eyes and mind of the voters in Sarawak," he
said, while stressing that his involvenment this tine in the election is not
a personal agenda agai nst Sarawak Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnud.

Abang Abu Bakar said he was involved in the nove to table in the PBB
Ceneral Assenbly in 1983 and 1986 the notions on Umo's entry, which were
unani nously accepted by the del egates but until today have yet to be
i mpl enent ed.

"The fact is that when | was not nom nated to contest in the
parliamentary el ection in Novenmber 1999, | was already contenplating to
retire fromthe political arena. But when | went back to Kuching in early
2000, many del egations fromall over Sarawak insisted that | supported the
nmove of wanting to bring Umo to Sarawak.

"Since | was involved in the tabling of the nmotions on Umo's entry in
the PBB CGeneral Assenmbly in 1983 and 1986, this group begged ne to carry on
with this effort fromthe outside of the PBB," he said.

The present termof the state government ends in Novenber this year and
according to specul ations, the 62-seat Sarawak State Legi slative Assenbly
is expected to be dissolved next nonth to pave way for the state el ection.

On the status of his group's candidates in the election, Abang Abu
Bakar said that they are not the opposition candi dates.

"I'f we are the opposition, surely we will not take the trouble to bring
Umo to Sarawak. W wish to fight for the rights of the people and to unite
the Bum putera, non-Bunmi putera and the minority groups by replacing | eaders
who fail to fulfil duties and trust given by the people of Sarawak," he
sai d.

On Umo, Abang Abu Bakar said Prinme Mnister and Umo President Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad had when opening the PBB CGeneral Assenbly in 1998



announced that actually it was the party's intention to spread its wings to
Sar awak.

Accordi ng to Abang Abu Bakar, Dr Mahathir told the assenbly that it was
up to the people of Sarawak thenselves to find the best approach and option
as to how Umo could establish a foothold in the state

He said his group, which is popularly known as "Parti Bebas"

(i ndependent party) or "Kunpul an Bebas Abang Abu" (Abang Abu's independent
group), had since the end of |ast year nmade adequate preparations to face
the el ection.

"The | onger the election is delayed, the stronger will be our machinery
at the grassroot |evel," he said.

Abang Abu Bakar said his group will chanpion the people's rights which
"are being eroded by the policy of the state governnent."

"The policy on the customary right |land of the Bum puteras is our major
i ssue. The decision of the state governnent to abolish the customary right
| and t hrough several anmendnents to the |and | aws has pl aced t he Bum puteras
in Sarawak in a disadvantage. In fact, the power to take over |and al so
pl aces the non-Bum puteras in the towns and surrounding areas at a
di sadvant age. "

"Actually this land issue will be the biggest issue in the election
this time," said Abang Abu Bakar who claimed that many people in the state
had tasted the "bitter experience" after their land or that of their famly
or close friends were acquired through unfair nmeans and conpensation

He al so touched on privatised projects, of the Public Wrks Depart nment
and Land and Survey Departnment in the state, that were "a waste of the
peopl e' s nmoney" which his group would review if they win the election

"The plan to rel ocate governnent departmnments to rented buil di ngs and
of fice spaces of certain group in the private sector and allocating the
former sites to property developers with vested interest will also be
revi ewed, " he said.
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