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Abdul | ah: Don't use board for personal gains

Abdul Razak Ahrad

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Concerned with the nunber of conplaints | odged over
al | eged di screpancies in the conduct of Umo divisional neetings, party
deputy president Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi remi nded nenbers not to
make conpl aints just for the sake of conpl ai ning.

Speaking to reporters after chairing the party's managenent conm ttee
meeting at Umo headquarters at Menara Dato' Onn today, Abdullah said the
comm ttee menbers and the party's disciplinary board had received nore
t han 300 conpl ai nts.

"I hope that nenbers will not seek the easy way out by making
accusations just to see if their conplaints stick, just because there is a
di sci plinary board"

Abdul | ah said conpl ai nts shoul d be made responsibly and only if there
was a case

He added that disciplinary action could be taken agai nst those who made
serious allegations but had no proof.

Abdul | ah expressed his di sappointnment with irresponsi ble conplaints
whi ch had been | odged.

"When they lose, they find faults, and even those who have won have this
and that conplaint."

Abdul | ah said this sonmetimes made the conduct of the divisional neeting
go awy.

However, Abdullah said all conplaints would be | ooked into.

Anmong t hose who | odged their conpl aints, Abdullah said, were those who
had | ost the elections and felt that they had been w onged.

He said the I ong hours spent exam ning the conplaints woul d have been
better utilised if they were spent on beneficial activities.

To a question, Abdullah said nost conplaints which were subnmitted to him
were sent conplete with proof.

He said they had all been forwarded to the disciplinary board.

Abdul | ah was al so asked on confusion arising fromallegations that three
branches in the Bukit Bintang division had not been allowed to take part
in the divisional neeting but that the decision was cancelled | ater.

Abdul  ah said initial investigations found problens regarding the
validity of the three branches. Follow ng an appeal by the division, the
Regi strar of Societies gave the branches its approval.

As a general rule, Abdullah rem nded nenbers to bear in nmnd the
principle that if a branch was invalid, its Youth and Wanita neetings were
al so invalid.

"But if the division neeting was conducted properly, then the invalidity
of a branch del egate attendi ng does not annul the division neeting."

On another nmatter, Abdullah was asked about conplaints nade by famly
menbers of the Opposition nenbers arrested under the Internal Security
Act .

"I leave it to the police," he said.

Abdul | ah said the neeting al so di scussed preparations to cel ebrate Umo
Day on May 11. He said the event would al so i nclude a dial ogue between
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and party veterans.
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