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Mal aysi a- Si ngapor e
ABDULLAH S GOODW LL M SSI ON BOOSTS MALAYSI A- SI NGAPORE Tl ES

By: Tham Choy Lin

SI NGAPORE, Feb 10 (Bernama) -- For several hours yesterday after his
visit was officially over, Malaysian Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi was still in Singapore.

Havi ng spent the last three days neeting Singapore |eaders and
attendi ng dinners by Prime Mnister Goh Chok Tong and Deputy Prine M nister
Lee Hsi en Loong, Abdullah had stayed back to hold a dinner for his old
friends before flying hone.

The cosy setting of Rumah Mal aysia, the official residence of the
Mal aysi an H gh Commi ssioner to Singapore, was filled with nmuch banter as
Abdul I ah and his wife, Datin Seri Endon Mahnood, entertained about a dozen
guests whi ch included forner Singapore president Ong Teng Cheong,
ex- Cabi net mnister Lim Chee Onn and current Keppel Corporation chairman as
wel |l as former Menber of Parlianment Mansor Sukaim .

Roundi ng up dinner with durians brought in from Mal aysia's Segamat
town, Abdullah, or Pak Lah as he is favouritely called, again stressed to
Mal aysi an journalists present the inportance of maintaining contacts
bet ween both sides of the Causeway especially anong young political |eaders
and students.

He spoke enthusiastically of bringing together the youth fromthe two
countries by using the Internet for tw nning schools and vi deo-conferencing
and | ater expanding the network to other countries in Southeast Asia.

"We are aware relations will always have sone hiccups, even in future
but the nobst inportant thing is that there nust a hi gher percentage of
Mal aysi ans and Si ngaporeans who woul d under stand and voice their opinion
that bilateral relations between Ml aysia and Si ngapore are very inportant
and shoul d not be adversely affected.

"If there are differences between certain groups, we would like themto
be resol ved as quickly as possible," said Abdullah at a news conference to
wrap up his trip.

Abdul l ah's trip, his first since becom ng Ml aysia's nunber two, is
seen to have soothe bilateral ties which took another knock just |ast nonth
when Goh sparked outrage in Ml aysia when he said that Singapore Ml ays
were better off than their Ml aysian counterparts.

Ties between the two countries have al ways been prickly. A package of
out st andi ng i ssues, which includes a crucial new water supply contract for
Si ngapore, has al so wei ghed on the relationship for the past two years.

But there are encouraging signs that the two countries are novi ng
forward on the contentious package that has stalled over the past year.

During Abdullah's visit, it was revealed that the two countries would
now |l ook into the relocation of the Ml aysian-owned railway station in
Tanj ung Pagar here to Kranji, also within Singapore, instead of Bukit Ti mah
or Wodl ands as di scussed before, and |linking the proposed Kranji station
to Mal aysia's Johor state with an underground rail tunnel.

Mal aysia's Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said
negoti ati ons on the package were noving in the right direction after
Si ngapore's Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew s trip to Kuala Lunpur |ast August
during which he met Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad.

Syed Hami d al so stressed that the package woul d be resol ved on a
"W n-wn" basis, on terns satisfiable to both sides, and there was no
guestion of one granting concession to the other.

"Once the general framework has been agreed, it is not a question of



Si ngapore giving concession or Malaysia delaying it. Malaysia is as much
i nterested as Singapore to have all these matters under the bridge," he
sai d.

An i mmedi ate positive result comi ng out of Abdullah's trip is that the
two countries would work on a conmon el ectronic inmmgration clearance for
frequent travellers of the two countries via Johor.

Si ngapore's Hone Affairs Mnister Wng Kan Seng will be visiting Kual a
Lunpur soon on the matter.
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